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Marine plastic debris - A Global

TransboundaryConcern

Plastic used in all sectors: majority in packaging (40%),

construction(20%), automotive(9%), electrical& electronic(6%)

andagriculture(3%)

Plastic increasefrom 1.5 to >380 million tonnesproduced/year

since1950s.

Global 2010: ~ 2.5 billion tonnesof SW produced; ~ 275 million

tonnes mismanaged plastic waste generated from coastal

countries; 4.8 to 12.7 million tonnesof this 275 million tonnes

enteredtheoceans.

Poorly managedglobally: ~9% recycled,~12% incinerated,and

remaining79% landfilled or littered

Plastic items are consistentlythe most abundanttype of marine

debrisidentified aroundthe globe,andcan amountto more than

80 percentof reporteddebris.

80% of thefloating debriswascomposedof plasticsitems



Dead to marine creatures by digestion

Stuckin the floating fishing gear

Destruction of habitat

Import of alienspecies

Impact on ecosystems, the environment, health, and marine economic activities. 

Impact on tourism

Impact on human health
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