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u Existing data
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Hornsey
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The issues

u Vacant buildings are perceived to be a waste of 
valuable resources, a magnet for crime and 
antisocial behaviour and a visual blight in a 
neighbourhood.  Financially, they represent a loss of 
tax revenue and can depress the general level of 
property values in a locality.

u Focus of political attention; growing interest in the 
redevelopment and re -use of previously developed 
land – NLUD-PDL.

u Information of the number location, type of 
commercial and industrial buildings that are vacant 
and how long have they been empty for?

u Need detailed vacancy data and statistics.

Borough Library
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Existing data –
Commercial & Industrial Vacancy

u Commercial & Industrial Property Vacancy Statistics

– Business Rates revenue data are used to infer vacancy

– Proportion of commercial and industrial premises vacant in England:
» 2000/01; 7%

» 2001/02; 8%
» 2002/03; 8%

– Proportion of commercial and industrial premises vacant in Leeds:
» 2000/01; 9%

» 2001/02; 10%

» 2002/03; 11%

– Cannot investigate location of vacant buildings below LA level

– Cannot investigate property attributes such as size, age & type of 
building

Aldgate
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New data source

u Property tax data from VOA and LAs

u Tax relief on empty business premises

u Record duration of vacancy period together 
with address and property details

u Pilot study for Leeds
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Leeds
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Commercial & Industrial 
Hereditaments – Leeds, 2004

Floorspace and Rateable values for All Leeds hereditaments
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Vacant Commercial & Industrial 
Hereditaments – Leeds, 2004

Leeds Vacant Hereditiament  Floorspace and Ratable
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Proportion of Hereditaments
Vacant – Leeds, 2004

Percentage of Vacant Hereditaments in Leeds
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Length of vacancy
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Vacant Commercial & Industrial 
Hereditaments – Leeds, 2004
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Vacant commercial & industrial 
Floorspace – Leeds, 2004
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Age profile of vacant hereditaments

Year-long vacant hereditaments in Leeds (2003/4)
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Density Map
Three-year vacancies
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Conclusions

u Need to distinguish between long and 
short-term vacancy

u Need to map vacant buildings at large 
scale

u Need details of vacant buildings (type, age, 
size, condition, etc.)

u Future developments…

Fulham


