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leadership on a comprehensive 
journey of change. If this is not 
successful, other professions 
will simply fill the vacuum. In 
parallel, as witnessed through 
recent G8 and G20 interest in 
land, the profession is being 
seriously challenged to solve 
land issues faster. It seems that 
land professionals are at a very 
significant juncture. 

The highlight of the closing 
session was the appearance of 
Michael Anderson, the director 
general for Policy and Global 
Issues at the Department for 
International Development in 
the UK. Michael is on part-time 
secondment to the UK Prime 
Minister’s office as a special 
envoy to support the Prime 
Minister’s role as co-chair of the 
UN High Level Panel of 
Eminent Persons on the 
post-2015 development 
agenda. Michael arrived at the 
World Bank having just been to 
the White House to discuss a 
new framework for interna-
tional development after the 
expiry of the 2015 deadline of 
the UN Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs); 
the new framework will most 

likely be called the ‘Sustainable 
Development Goals’. Michael 
indicated that land, especially 
transparency on land 
ownership, was one of the key 
issues within the new 
framework. He argues that 
allocating ‘polygons to people’ 
should be straightforward, and 
that 20 years from now 
everybody will be surprised 
that this was ever a problem! 
He challenged the land sector to 
come forward with innovative 
ideas for  accelerating solutions 
to the problem. 

Following the conference, UN 
secretary-general Ban Ki-moon 
announced a report called ‘A 
New Global Partnership: 
Eradicate Poverty and 
Transform Economies through 
Sustainable Development’. It 
sets out a clear roadmap for 
eradicating extreme poverty by 
2030 that will form the basis 
for two years’ negotiation on 
the agenda to replace the 
MDGs, and identifies 12 goals:
1. End poverty
2.  Empower girls and women 

and achieve gender equality
3.  Provide quality education 

and lifelong learning

4. Ensure healthy lives
5.  Ensure food security and 

good nutrition
6.  Achieve universal access to 

water and sanitation
7.  Secure sustainable energy
8.  Create jobs, sustainable 

livelihoods and equitable 
growth

9.  Manage natural resource 
assets sustainably

10.  Ensure good governance 
and effective institutions

11.  Ensure stable and peaceful 
societies

12.  Create a global enabling 
environment and catalyse 
long-term finance.

Tenure security was originally 
included in the MDGs, but a 
lack of globally comparable 
data at the time led to its 
replacement. However under 
this new framework’s first goal, 
End Poverty, one of the illus-
trative universal goals and 
national targets provided is to 
“increase by x% the share of 
women and men, communities 
and businesses with secure 
rights to land, property and 
other assets.” This will require 
further technical work to find 
appropriate indicators.

The conference did start the 
discussion on improving 
monitoring and reporting of 
metrics on land at global, 
regional and national levels. An 
initial set of indicators were 
proposed for discussion, and 
included:
• Private land mapped
• Land registered to women
•  Transfer statistics, e.g. 

mortgages
• Land tax revenue receipts
• Expropriation figures
• Land conflicts in court.

It is important that stake-
holders take ownership of the 
processes to generate 
indicators and that they 
become institutionalised and 
therefore sustainable. 
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