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UNGGIM WORKING GROUP ON GEOSPATIAL 

INFORMATION & SERVICES FOR DISASTER

WG-Disasters

Co-chaired by Jamaica & Japan



Endorsed by the UN General Assembly following the 2015 Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR), and advocates for:

The substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and 
health and in the economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental 
assets of persons, businesses, communities and countries.

Understanding 

Disaster risk



Aligned 

Provides Member 
States with concrete 

actions to protect 
development gains 

from the risk of 
disaster.



United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-

GGIM) in August 2015, under decision 5/110 supported the proposal to establish a working 

group to further develop and implement a strategic framework that would be: 

Focused in a practical manner; 

Aligned with the outcome and follow-up to the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and its implementation;

Able to take into consideration the special needs of developing 
countries, especially with respect to capacity building and knowledge 
sharing and; 

Broadly representative of different regions of the world and taking into 
account regional experiences.

WG-Disasters



Vision:

• Accurate, timely and reliable geospatial information and
services are available, in a coordinated way, to decision
makers and operational leads prior to, during and post
disasters.

WG-Disasters

Provide a forum for dialogue and 
coordination among member 

states, UN system, DRR 
organizations etc.

Improve the availability, 
accessibility and timeliness of 

good quality geospatial 
information for DRR

Encourage greater coordination 
and collaboration on geospatial 
information activities for DRM 
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Strategic Framework on 

Geospatial Information and 

Services for Disasters

http://ggim.un.org/documents/UN-GGIM_Strategic_Framework_Disasters_final.pdf

http://ggim.un.org/documents/UN-GGIM_Strategic_Framework_Disasters_final.pdf


geospatial 
information 
& services 

relevant 
statistical 

information 

better 
understand, 
formulate 

policies and 
manage risks 
and impacts 
of disasters

Use of: 

Member States 

The Framework aims to guide Member States and other stakeholders in making available and 

accessible all quality geospatial information and services before, during and after disaster 
events. 



REGIONAL COMMITTEES 

UN-GGIM 
AFRICA

UN-GGIM 
AMERICAS

UN-GGIM 
ARAB 

STATES

UN-GGIM 
ASIA-

PACIFIC

UN-GGIM 
EUROPE

Support the implementation of the Strategic Framework on Disasters in member states. 



UNGGIM:AMERICAS WORKING GROUP ON GEOSPATIAL 

INFORMATION & SERVICES FOR DISASTER

Co-chaired by Ecuador & Brazil



Goal:

Coordinate and promote actions aimed at integrating the various actors responsible

for disaster risk reduction in the Americas, in our respective countries, in order to

exchange knowledge and experiences in the use of geospatial data and thus

reduce damage to the population, infrastructure, economy and human losses,

generating capacities to cope with disasters.

UNGGIM-AMERICAS

DISASTER WORKING GROUP



✓ Compile "the memory" of a natural event that has caused a disaster by

country, which has occurred in the last 10 years, for the creation of the

"Memory Hub", in order to promote and improve awareness about

adverse natural events that have caused disasters in our countries.

✓ Determine the minimum layers of geospatial information necessary to

deal with a disaster, defining the most recurrent in the region to answer

the question: how is the UN-GGIM: Americas community activated in the

event of an adverse event from natural hazards?)

✓ Develop a workshop and/or seminar "Strategic framework on geospatial 

information and services for disasters"

Specific goals



SCOPE

UN-GGIM:AMERICAS

MEMBER COUNTRIES



WORKPLAN 2023
Objective 1: Compile the “Memory” of a natural event that has caused a Disaster by country, which has occurred in the last 10 years for the creation of the

“Memory Hub” in order to promote and improve awareness about adverse natural events that has caused disasters in our countries.

Activities Sub-activities Inputs Expected results Timeline Observation

1. Design a format to 

deliver the information

Presentation design of 

texts, images, videos 

and other graphic 

elements

Information collected by 

country according to the 

format designed

March 2023 The design will be 

validated by the 

Ecuador/Brazil working 

group

2. Identify responsible 

institutions of each 

country 

Validated list of 

institutions at the 

regional level

March-April 2023

3. Request Information 

from countries

Coordinate with UN-

GGIM:Americas

Secretariat the sending 

of communications

Communications sent 

from the UN-GGIM: 

Americas Secretariat

Information to power the 

Memory Hub

March-April 2023 Communications came 

out in May

4. Carry out the 

process of 

homologation of the 

Information that will be 

uploaded to the 

Memory Hub

Information organization 

by country.

Placement of templates 

according to available 

information

Information delivered by 

country

Homogeneous 

information ready to be 

uploaded to the Hub

April-September 2023 The information will be 

processed as it is 

received

5. Hub development 

and upload of 

Information collected 

in the Hub

Hub development.

Functionality test

Information loading

Information 

homogenized and 

organized by country

Memory Hub published 

on the Web

April-December 2023 Activity by Ecuador

Coordinate with ECLAC 

for the publication of the 

Hub



WORKPLAN 2023

Objective 2: Determine the minimum layers of Geospatial Information necessary to deal with a disaster, defining the most

recurrent in the region to answer the question: How is the UN-GGIM:A community activated in the event of an adverse event

from natural hazards?

Activities Sub-activities Inputs Expected results Timeline Observation

1. Determine the main 

hazards/threats 

present in the region

Review of work carried 

out by UN-GGIM

Review of existing 

portals in the region

Consultation of 

specialized bibliography 

and official web portals 

at the regional level

List of the main recurring 

dangers/threats in the 

region

April-June 2023 Work carried out jointly 

by the Ecuador/Brazil 

working group

2. Define the minimum 

necessary layers 

according to 

hazard/threat

Consultation with 

experts at the regional 

level according to 

specific experience in 

dealing with natural or 

man-made disasters

List of minimum layers of 

geoinformation 

according to 

danger/threat

June-August 2023

3. Prepare a proposal 

for a data catalog 

according to the 

geoinformation layer

Selected minimal 

geoinformation layers

Object catalog structure 

proposal according to 

minimum layers

August-December 2023



WORKPLAN 2023

Objective 3: Develop a workshop and/or seminar “Strategic Framework of information and geospatial services for disasters”

Activities Sub-activities Inputs Expected results Timeline Observation

1. Definition and 

invitation of speakers

Coordination with UN-

GGIM: Americas

List of participants March 2023

2. Development of 

event content

Coordination meeting 

work team disaster 

group

Agenda of the event 

online

April 2023

3. Coordination for the 

invitation and 

dissemination of the 

event with the 

Secretariat of UN-

GGIM: Americas 

application of the 

event for the 

sponsorship of PAIGH

Coordination with UN-

GGIM: Americas and 

PAIGH

Publicity of the event in 

different media

August-September 2023 It would be very 

important to manage the 

sponsorship of the 

PAIGH through the UN-

GGIM: Americas 

Secretariat



ACTIVITIES

✓ Form has been generated and send to meet objective 1.

✓ Countries are requested to participate in the “Disaster

memory HUB of America”

https://form.jotform.com/230864442455054

https://form.jotform.com/230864442455054


ACTIVITIES

The working group supported

Dr. Paula Micou from Argentina for

the presentation of the workshop

within technical assistance projects of

PAIGH (PAT 2023)



Contactos

Ecuador

Byron Puga, Crnl., byron.puga@geograficomilitar.gob.ec

Martha Villagómez, PhD martha.villagomez@geograficomilitar.gob.ec

Rosa Cuesta, PhD rosa.cuesta@geograficomilitar.gob.ec

Brasil

Therence Paoliello de Sarti, PhD therence.sarti@ibge.gov.br

Katia Regina Goes Souza, PhD katia.souza@ibge.gov.br

UNGGIM-A DISASTER 

WORKING GROUP
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