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FIG 2015-18 
KICK-OFF EVENT 
 
ENSURING THE RAPID RESPONSE TO CHANGE,  
ENSURING THE SURVEYOR OF TOMORROW 

Technical  Chamber  of  Greece,	
4  Nikis  Str,  Syntagma,  Athens,	
GREECE	
	
24  January  2015	
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Kuala  Lumpur,  
Malaysia	

“Surveying Towards Sustainable Development” 
8th  FIG  Regional  Conference  2012,  
Montevideo,  Uruguay	
 
“Policies and Practices for Responsible Governance” 
FIG  Pacific  Region  Small  Island  Developing  States  Symposium  2013,	
Suva,  Fiji	
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Fédération  des  Géomètres  Francophones  (FGF)	
Arab  Union  of  Surveyors  (AUS)	

Comité  de  Liaison  des  Géomètres  Européens  (CLGE)	
ASEAN  Federation  of  Land  Surveying  and  Geomatics  (AFLAG)	

Asociación  Panamericana  de  Profesionales  de  la  Agrimensura  (APPA)	
Mediterranean  Union  of  Surveyors  (UMG)	

Pacific  Association  of  Quantity  Surveyors  (PAQS)	
Commonwealth  Association  for  Surveying  and  Land  Economy  (CASLE)	
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•  Global  Spatial  Data  Infrastructure  (GSDI)  Association	
•  IEEE  Geoscience  and  Remote  Sensing  Society  (IEEE-‐‑GRSS)  	
•  International  Association  of  Geodesy  (IAG)  	
•  International  Cartographic  Association  (ICA)  	
•  International  Federation  of  Surveyors  (FIG)  	
•  International  Geographical  Union  (IGU)  	
•  International  Hydrographic  Organization  (IHO)  	
•  International  Map  Industry  Association  (IMIA)  	
•  International  Society  of  Photogrammetry  and  Remote  Sensing  

(ISPRS)  	
•  International  Steering  Commi`ee  for  Global  Mapping  (ISCGM)	
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Continuum  of  Land  Rights 	 	 	Global  Land  Tool  Network,  UN-‐‑HABITAT  (2010)  	

The  Social  Tenure  
Domain  Model  

A  Pro-‐‑Poor  Land  Tool	
FIG  Publication  No.  52		

include  rights  that  are  documented  as  well  as  undocumented,  
from  individuals  and  groups,  from  pastoralist  and  informal  sePlers,  

that  are  legal  as  well  as  extra-‐‑legal  and  informal	

Landmark  resolution  on  “Sustainable  urbanization  through  equitable  access  to  
land,  housing,  basic  services  and  infrastructure”  adopted.  (April  2011)	
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CREATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE OF 
EXPERTS ON GLOBAL GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT 
At  its  substantive  session  in  July  2011,  ECOSOC  considered  
the  report  of  the  Secretary  General  (E/2011/89)  and  adopted  
a  resolution  to  create  the  United  Nations  Commi`ee  of  
Experts  on  Global  Geospatial  Information  Management  
(2011/24).	
	
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  
The  United  Nations  initiative  on  Global  Geospatial  
Information  Management  (UN-‐‑GGIM)  aims  at  playing  a  
leading  role  in  se`ing  the  agenda  for  the  development  of  
global  geospatial  information  and  to  promote  its  use  to  
address  key  global  challenges.  It  provides  a  forum  to  liaise  
and  coordinate  among  Member  States,  and  between  
Member  States  and  international  organizations.  	
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“ S o u n d   g e o s p a t i a l  
information   is   crucial   for  
addressing   the   complex  
problems   the   world   is  
f a c i ng   t oday.   The se  
problems   are   global   in  
nature  and  affect  different  
regions,   rural   and   urban  
areas   alike,   requiring  
coordinated   efforts,   more  
i n n o v a t i v e    a n d  
sophisticated   approaches,  
as  well  as  effective  tools  to  
ultimately   guide   our  way  
t o    s u s t a i n a b l e  
development”	
	
Prof.  Paul  Cheung  (UN  Statistics  
Division  &  GGIM  Secretariat),  

February  2012	

HISTORIC INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENT ON THE GOVERNANCE 
OF TENURE 
	
The  Voluntary  Guidelines  on  the  
Responsible  Governance  of  Tenure  of  
Land,  Fisheries  and  Forests  in  the  Context  
of  National  Food  Security  promote  secure  
tenure  rights  and  equitable  access  to  land,  
fisheries  and  forests  as  a  means  of  
eradicating  hunger  and  poverty,  
supporting  sustainable  development  and  
enhancing  the  environment.  They  were  
officially  endorsed  by  the  Commi`ee  on  
World  Food  Security  on  11  May  2012.	
	
	
(Since  then  implementation  has  been  encouraged  by  
G20,  Rio+  20,  United  Nations  General  Assembly  and  
Francophone  Assembly  of  Parliamentarians.)	

Endorsed	  on	  11th	  May	  2012	  by	  
the	  United	  Na9ons	  Commi<ee	  

on	  World	  Food	  Security	  
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Kuala Lumpur Declaration on 
Spatially Enabled Government and Society, 2012 

FIG  Publication  
No.  58:  
“Spatially  

Enabled  Society””  
2012	
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!

!
!
!

!
!
We,!the!participants!of!the!Fédération*Internationale*des*Géomètres*(FIG)*Pacific*Small* Island*
Developing* States* Symposium! with! the! theme! “Policies! and! Practices! for! Responsible!
Governance”!held!at!the!Novotel!Lami!Bay!Conference!Centre,!Suva,!Fiji!on!18th!–!20th!September!
2013,! having!met! in! the! context! to! share! knowledge,! promote!understanding! and! to! enhance!
cooperation!for!the!responsible!governance!of!tenure!of!land,!fisheries!and!forest,!of!geospatial!
infrastructure!and!information,!hereby!issue!this!!
!

Suva*Statement*on*Spatially*Responsible*Governance*
!
Recognizing!Small! Island!Developing!States! in!the!Pacific!are!unique! in!their!situation!and!with!
particular!vulnerabilities,!remain!a!special!case!for!sustainable!development.!
!
Recognize!that!Voluntary!Guidelines!on!the!Responsible!Governance!of!Tenure!of!Land,!Fisheries!
and!Forests!outline!the!principles!and!practices!that!governments!can!refer!to!when!making!laws!
and! administering! land,! fisheries! and! forest! rights,! particularly! in! the! administration!of! tenure!
and! specifically! in! areas! such! as! the! recording! of! tenure! rights,! valuation,! taxation,! spatial!
planning! as!well! as! issues! and! responses! that! is! required! in! the! recognition! and!protection! of!
access!and!rights;!!!
!
Recognize! that! the! United! Nations! initiative! on! Global! Geospatial! Information! Management!
provides! an! interVgovernmental! consultative!mechanism! on! place,! locality! and! geography! and!
plays!a!leading!role!in!setting!the!agenda!for!the!development!of!global!geospatial!information,!
infrastructure!and!its!management;!
!
Recognize!that!key!partners!of!the!Global!Land!Tool!Network!supported!by!the!Secretariat!in!UNV
Habitat!are!actively!developing!proVpoor!gender!sensitive!and!scalable! land!tools! in!support!of!
the! Continuum! of! Land! Rights! and! alternative! forms! of! secure! tenure! that! include! the!
administering!of!customary!rights;!
!
Recognize!that!all!activities!have!a!geographical!and!temporal!context,!and!where!communities!
and!governments!make!decisions! and!organize! their! affairs! through! the!effective!and!efficient!
use!of!geospatial!data,!information!and!services.!
!
Agree!that!information!on!geography,!custodianship!and!ownership!is!foundational!for!informed!
decisionVmaking,! resilience! and! sustainability.! It! is! therefore! essential! that! such! foundational!
data!and! information!has!authority,!currency!and! is!comprehensive,! freely!available,!accessible!
and!usable;!
!
Agree! that! weak! governance! hinders! sustainable! use! of! the! environment,! hinders! economic!
growth,! can! condemn! people! to! hunger! and! poverty! and! the! loss! of! lives! through! violent!
conflicts;!
! !
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Supported  by:	

Partners:	

FIG-World Bank Declaration 
on 

Fit-for-Purpose Land Administration 
 
There is an urgent need to build cost-effective and sustainable systems that identify the 
way land is occupied and used and accordingly provide for secure land rights. When 
considering the resources and capacities required for building such systems in less 
developed countries, the concepts of mature, sophisticated systems as predominantly 
used in developed countries may well be seen as the end target, but not as the point of 
entry. When assessing technology and investment choices, the focus should be on a “fit-
for-purpose approach” that will meet the needs of society today and that can be 
incrementally improved over time. 
 
A fit-for-purpose approach includes the following elements: 

! Flexible in the spatial data capture approaches to provide for varying use and 
occupation. 

! Inclusive in scope to cover all tenure and all land. 
! Participatory in approach to data capture and use to ensure community 

support. 
! Affordable for the government to establish and operate, and for society to 

use. 
! Reliable in terms of information that is authoritative and up-to-date. 
! Attainable to establish the system within a short timeframe and within 

available resources. 
! Upgradeable with regard to incremental improvement over time in response 

to social and legal needs and emerging economic opportunities. 
 
A country’s legal and institutional framework must be revised to apply the elements of 
the fit-for-purpose approach. This means that the fit-for-purpose approach must be 
enshrined in law and that the information be made accessible to all users. 
 
A fit-for-purpose approach will ensure that appropriate land administration systems are 
built within a relatively short time frame and affordable costs. The systems allow for 
incremental updating and upgrading. This approach will facilitate economic growth, 
social equity and environmental sustainability to be better supported, pursued and 
achieved. 
 
 
March 2014  
World Bank, Washington DC 
 

 

 
 
The World Bank 
1818 H Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20433, 
United States of America 
url: www.worldbank.org 

 
 

International Federation of Surveyors 
Kalvebod Brygge 31-33 

DK-1780, Copenhagen V, 
Denmark 

url: www.fig.net  
 

Joint  World  Bank/  
International  Federation  of  Surveyors  

Publication  
Fit-‐‑for-‐‑Purpose  

Land  Administration	

14	
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres 

International Federation of Surveyors 
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure 

Third Plenary Meeting 
Kuta, Bali, Indonesia 
10-12 November 2014 

Joint UN-GGIM-AP/UN-Habitat 
Special Session 
on Land Tenure 

“I  also  understand  there  
will  be  a  United  
Nations  Resolution  later  
this  year  to  ensure  the  
sustainability  of  the  
Global  Geodetic  
Reference  Frame.  This  
resolution  seeks  to  
encourage  enhanced  
global  cooperation  and  
free  and  open  data  
access  policies.    
Malaysia  welcomes  and  
supports  this  
development”	
(Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia,  XXV  

FIG  Congress,  2014)	
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The$Honorable$President$of$the$Government$Council$

Your$Excellencies$

Distinguished$Delegates$

Ladies$and$Gentlemen$

$

$

Honorable$President,$

$

The$Federation$welcomes$this$dialogue$and$this$focus$on$the$special$theme$B$Sustainable$

Urban$Development$through$expanding$equitable$access$to$land,$housing,$basic$services$and$

infrastructure$at$this$23rd$session$of$the$Governing$Council.$$The$Federation$urges$

Governments$to$formulate,$implement$and$deliver$land$policy$that$will$further$expand$

access$to$land$and$the$security$of$tenure$in$an$inclusive$and$equitable$manner.$$

$

Land$(and$the$seas,$the$coastal$zones$and$her$natural$resources)$is$the$source$of$all$

production,$the$provider$of$sustenance$and$dignity$as$well$as$a$contributor$to$both$physical$

and$economic$wellbeing.$Land$is$also$finite$and$given$the$challenges$of$the$times,$good$and$

ethical$practices$and$tools,$transparency$and$good$governance,$remains$fundamental.$$

$

Honorable$President.$

$

The$Federation$represents$a$membership$from$over$120$countries$throughout$the$world$

seeking$to$collaborate$to$ensure$that$the$disciplines$of$surveying$and$all$who$practise$them$

are$relevant$and$meeting$the$needs$of$both$the$places$and$the$people$we$serve.$With$our$

science,$technologies,$knowledge$and$practices,$we$aim$to$extend$the$usefulness$of$surveying$

for$the$benefit$of$society,$environment$and$economy.$

$

The$Federation$is$indeed$privileged$to$work$with$UNBHabitat$and$the$Global$Land$Tools$

Network$in$a$number$of$initiatives$including$the$work$on$gender$evaluation$criteria$

framework$that$explores$how$to$judge$whether$a$largeBscale$land$tool$is$sufficiently$genderB

responsive,$to$identify$where$more$work$needs$to$be$done,$and$possible$entryBpoints$to$

make$a$tool$equally$beneficial$to$women$and$men.$

$

The$security$of$tenure$of$people$in$many$areas$relies$on$forms$of$tenure$different$from$

individual$freehold.$$Most$off$register$rights$and$claims$are$based$on$social$tenures.$$The$UNB

Habitat$Global$Land$Tool$Network$and$its$partners$that$include$the$International$Federation$

of$Surveyors$support$a$continuum$of$land$rights,$which$include$rights$that$are$documented$

as$well$as$undocumented,$from$individuals$and$groups,$from$pastoralist,$and$slums$dwellers,$

that$are$formal$and$informal,$that$may$be$legal$as$well$as$extraBlegal.$

$

This$range$of$rights$generally$cannot$be$described$relative$to$a$parcel,$and$therefore$new$

forms$of$spatial$units$are$needed.$$A$model$has$been$developed$by$the$Global$Land$Tools$

Network$to$accommodate$these$social$tenures,$termed$the$Social$Tenure$Domain$Model$

(STDM).$

$

Honorable$Minister,$
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The Next Paradigm 
 
Spatially  enabling  land  administration  and  
management  will  allow  land  information  
to  be  more  effectively  used  in  all  levels  
of  decision  making  and  will  allow  Land  
Professionals  to  design  and  implement  the  
next  generation  of  land  administration  and  
management  solutions  that  are  fit-‐‑for-‐‑purpose,  
more  affordable,  are  citizen  centric  and  can  be  
improved  incrementally  when  appropriate.  
  	
This  would   be   of   distinct   advantage   to   the   poor   and   disadvantaged   in   the   context   of  
securing  tenure  rights  for  all.  
This  will  require  structural  changes  in  the  institutional,  legislative  and  
professional  domains  to  allow  this  next  paradigm  to  be  successfully  
and  quickly  implemented.	
  	
  	

	

In   addition,   this   will   require   embracing   Open   Standards;   Interoperability   (systems,  
institutional  and  legislative);  culture  of  collaboration  and  sharing;  avoiding  duplication  (map  
once  –  use  multiple  times);  encourage  the  incorporation  of  volunteered  information;  develop  
enabling  platforms  by  locating,  connecting  and  delivering  information  from  different  scales,  
purposes  and  origins.	
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We  observe  an  urgency  and  an  immediate  
challenge  in  the  building  of  an  up-‐‑to-‐‑date,	
credible,  comprehensive  and  authoritative  
inventory  of  land  (and  the  seas)  that  
include  information  on  tenure,  custodianship  
and  ownership.    This  could  be  key  to  the  success  
of  the  voluntary  guidelines.  We  must  seize  the  opportunities  
provided  by  a  newer  generation  of  web  and  mobile  technologies  
and  services  such  as  online  maps  and  location  based  solutions  
to  build  this  crucial  information  base.    This  inventory,  with  both  
geographic  and  temporal  context,  is  dependent  on  the  availability  of  
spatial  data  that  is  readily  accessible  for  re-‐‑use,  has  minimal  
restrictions,  is  affordable,  has  appropriate  quality  and  can  be  easily  
integrated  and  linked  into  collaborative  environments  using  
common  frameworks.	
  	
When  considering  the  resources  and  capacities  that  are  required  to  build  this  crucial  
data   and   information   base,   an   “initial   point   of   entry”   may   well   involve  
methodologies   that   are   of   lesser   sophistication   and   accuracies,   information   from  
participatory   and   volunteered   sources,   technologies   that   are   mobile   and   widely  
available,   for   example.      These   can   be   distinct   from   prevailing   approaches   and  
practices  that  are  usually  rigorous  and  can  be  out-‐‑dated.    	
  	
Bold   and   innovative   approaches,   when   combined   with   other   socio-‐‑economic  
information  can  derive  wider  societal,  environmental  and  economic  benefits.	
	

 
  

  

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy Fax: +39 0657053152 Tel: +39 0657051 www.fao.org 
 

Our Ref.:       Your Ref.:       

    
Invitation to the meeting “Supporting the Implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on the 

Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests” 
 

4 – 5 October 2012 
FAO HQ, Rome, Italy 

 
Dear Mr CheeHai, 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) cordially invites you to participate in the 
meeting “Supporting the Implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of 
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests” to be held in FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, from 4 to 5 October 
2012.  
 
Following the endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines in May 2012 by CFS and then by Council in June, this 
will be the first major meeting to address the provision of support for implementing the principles and 
practices found in the Guidelines. The aims of the meeting are two-fold. Firstly, it will allow FAO to describe 
the progress that it has made to date in developing an implementation programme for future FAO activities. 
Secondly, it will allow stakeholders to share their views on what needs to be done and how implementation 
can be supported by partners. The meeting will also provide an opportunity to help define what FAO’s role 
should be.  
 
We are pleased to inform you that the cost of your participation will be funded by FAO (travel in economy 
class via shortest route, accommodation and full board). FAO will be responsible for purchasing air tickets and 
for booking your hotel in Rome. In order to take care of these arrangements we would like to ask you to 
complete the attached registration form and send it to Ms Manila Palmisano (Manila.Palmisano@fao.org) as 
soon as possible.  
 
We would like to remind you that obtaining a visa to Italy will be your responsibility. Visa applications must 
be submitted to the Italian Consulate or competent Diplomatic Mission in your country well in advance of 
departure as up to three weeks may be required for an Italian visa to be issued. Feel free to use this invitation 
letter as an official document to assist you with the visa application process. Should problems be encountered 
in obtaining a visa, please contact Ms Manila Palmisano. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you in Rome. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Paul Munro-Faure 
Principal Officer 

Climate, Energy and Tenure Division 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

 
 
Mr Teo CheeHai 
President 
International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) 
Denmark 
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United'Nations'Economic'and'Social'Council'
Committee'of'Experts'on'Global'Geospatial'Information'Management'Third'session'

Cambridge,'United'Kingdom'of'Great'Britain'and'Northern'Ireland'
24C26'July'2013'

'
Agenda'Item'10:'

Critical'issues'relating'to'the'integration'of'land'and'marine'geospatial'information'
!
!
The! Federation! again! welcomes! the! mandate! of! this! Committee! to! enhance! global! collaboration! and!
support! the!use!of!geospatial! information! to!promote!sustainable!development!and!address!challenges!
faced!by!humanity!today!such!as!climate!change,!rapid!urbanization!and!under!nourishment.!!!
!
At!this!third!session,!the!Federation!particularly!welcomes!the!discussion!on!the!statement!of!principles,!
global! geodetic! reference! frame! and! the! integration! of! land! and! marine! geospatial! information.! ! The!
Federation! urges! members! to! formulate,! implement! and! deliver! policies! that! will! further! expand!
collaboration,!access!to!and!use!of!geospatial!information.!!!
!
It! has! been! observed! that! the! seas! and! the! oceans! offer! new! opportunities! and! knowledge! of! this!
environment!is!crucial!to!create!new!opportunities.!!Back!in!2006,!FIG!had!also!observed!that!three!billion!
people! (half!of! the!world’s!population! then)! lives!within!200!kilometres!of! the!shoreline!and!estimated!
that!by!2025,!this!figure!may!double.!!The!need!to!effectively!manage!the!coastal!zone!as!well!as!the!need!
for! integration! of! data! between! the! land,! coast! and! marine! environment! requires! system! that!
incorporates! them! all.! Many! countries! have! a! land! administration! system! and! some! kind! of! marine!
management!system,!but!these!generally!operate!as!separate!entities.!
!
We! observed! few! integrated! land! and! marine! geospatial! information! capture,! collation! and! access!
initiatives! and! policies,! and! the! need! for! closer! collaboration! between! land! and! marine! geospatial!
information! data! creators! remains.! ! Whilst! technical! challenges! are! being! addressed! and! could! be!
resolved!progressively!and!with!time,!there!remains!the!people!and!the!policy!issues!that!will!need!to!be!
address.!!The!nonMtechnical!can!be!policy,!legal!and!organizational.!!And!beyond!national!boundaries,!the!
policy!and!politics!to!collaborate!with!one!another.!!In!our!estimation,!both!policyMwillingness!and!peopleM
readiness! is! needed! to! consider,! develop! and! build! interoperable! standards,! frameworks! and!
infrastructures;!to!ensure!that!institutions!as!well!as!jurisdictions!collaborate.!!!
!
Whilst!we!observe!that!advances!in!number,!types!and!capacities!of!platforms!and!sensors!together!with!
varied! and! innovative! practices! provide! a! spectrum! of! possibilities! and! opportunities,! the! need! for!
interoperability! and! collaboration! remains.! ! This! is! necessary! to! harness! the! full! potential! and!
opportunities!afforded!by!integrating!land!and!marine!geospatial!information.!!
!
Whilst! international! organization,! though!only!within! its! own! capacities,! are!working! collaboratively,! in!
addressing! technical! challenges,! as! an! example,! the! utilization! of! reference! ellipsoid! as! the! common!
vertical!datum,!we!urge!the!Committee!of!Experts!and!their!respective!governments!to!avail!resources!to!
address!key! technical! challenges!within! its! jurisdiction,! consider!a!working!party!of!experts! from!within!
this! Committee! to! identify,! share! and! promote,! good! national! policies,! standards,! infrastructures! and!
practices! that!promotes! the!desired! culture!of! interoperability! and! collaboration,! to!begin! realizing! the!
benefits!and!returns!in!the!integration!land!and!marine!geospatial!information!for!all!members.!
!
!
CheeHai'TEO'
President,International'Federation'of'Surveyors'
25th'July'2015'
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Global  growth  in  2015–16  is  
projected  at  3.5  and  3.7  percent,  
downward  revisions  of  0.3  
percent  relative  to  the  October  
2014  World  Economic  Outlook  
(WEO).  The  revisions  reflect  a  
reassessment  of  prospects  in  
China,  Russia,  the  euro  area,  and  
Japan  as  well  as  weaker  activity  
in  some  major  oil  exporters  
because  of  the  sharp  drop  in  oil  
prices.  The  United  States  is  the  
only  major  economy  for  which  
growth  projections  have  been  
raised	
	
(IMF,  20  Jan  2015)	
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Achieving  Sustainable  
Development  requires  current  
humanitarian,  environmental  and  
economic  challenges  to  be  
confronted  and  addressed  with  
bold  and  innovative  approaches,  
sharing  and  collaborating,  to  
derive  the  widest  possible  
societal,  environmental  and  
economic  benefits.	
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FIG 2015-18 
ENSURING THE RAPID RESPONSE TO CHANGE,  
ENSURING THE SURVEYOR OF TOMORROW 

From   left  Vice  President  Rudolf  Staiger,  DVW-‐‑Germany   (2011-‐‑18),  Teo  
CheeHai   (President   2011-‐‑14),   President   Chryssy   Potsiou,   TCG-‐‑Greece  
(2015-‐‑18),   Vice   President   Diane   Dumashie,   RICS-‐‑United   Kingdom  
(2015-‐‑18)   and   Vice   President   Cheng   Pengfei,   CSCGP-‐‑PR   China  
(2013-‐‑16).  Vice  President  Bruno  Razza,  CNGeGL-‐‑Italy  (2013-‐‑16)  (insert)	

“Institutions  must  
advance  also  to  keep  
pace  with  the  times”	

(Thomas  Jefferson)	


