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Figure 1. Reference map of the area around Sutton Court, Stowey. Farrington Gurney. and High Littieton. Somerse
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WILLIAM SMITH (1769-1839) STAYED WITH
EDWARD WEBB (SURVEYOR) IN THIS HOUSE
| FROM 1787 TO 1791. SMITH'S PTIONEERING

" GEOLOGICAL MAP OF BRITAIN IN 1815

EARNED HIM THE TITLE g MY
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LADY
ELIZABETH
JONES, ONE
OF WEBBG®S
GLAMOROUS
CLIENTELE
FORWHOM _
SMITH %
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ESTATE




BY LADY ELIZABETH JONES
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In the prosecution of the General Survey, frequent opportu-
nities have manifested themselves of enabling us to discover the

very erroneous state of our maps. The work itself, will enable

any one to draw the same conclusion ; for, by laying down on the
.~ maps of counties, particularly on Taylor’s Map of Dorsetshire,
5.7/ the distances of the intersected objects, as Dorcbester Cburch from

{1 Ninebarrow Down, (p.325,) where an error of nearly three miles
4 is detected in a distance of eighteen, an immediate proof is obtained
i of their great inaccuracy. Taylor’s Map of Dorchester is here
w specified, because we think it is the most erroneous of any we have
“ examined ; yet those of Devonshire and Kent, may be considered
‘as similar specimens of imperfect topography. The only maps

which have passed under our notice, worthy commendation, are

i those of Surrey and Sussex ; the former by Mr. Linley and Mr.

Crossley, the latter by Mr. Gardner. These maps are indebted to
the recent trigonometrical operations for their accuracy. General
Roy’s afforded data for the Survey of Surrey, and our own copious

‘materials for that of Sussex ;




Creneral View' ol the Tnstnument
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JOHN RENNIE
NOTABLE CANAL
ENGINEER WHO
ENGAGED SMITH
IN 1793 TO MAKE
SURVEYS FOR
THE SOMERSET
COAL CANAL TO
JOIN UP WITH
THE KENNET &
AVON CANAL
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William 'Strata’ Smith

The Map That
Changed The World
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DELINEATION
OF THE
STRATA

OF
ENGLAND AND WALES
WITH PART OF
SCOTLAND
“THE MAP THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN"”
WILLIAM SMITH

A COMPILATION OF WILLIAM SMITH'S
GEOQLOGICAL ATLASES OF ENGLISH COUNTIES
{INCLUDING THE UNFINISHED COUNTIES OQF
CAMBRIDGESHIRE, CHESHIRE, DERBYSHIRE, HAMPSHIRE, HERFFORDSHIRE,
LINCOLNSHIRE, MONMOUTHSHIRE, NORTHAMTONSHIRE,
SOMERSETSHIRE AND STAFFORDSHIRE)
TFTHE GEOLOGY OF WALES & PARTS OF SCOTIAND AND OITHER UNFINISHED
ENGLISH COUNTIES DERIVED FROM SMITH'S 1515 MAP
WILLIAM SMITH MAPS COURTESY OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND
THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM
Peter Wigley (Compiler)




Wllllam Smlth 1769-1839

» Age of canal buﬂdmg Smith
was a canal engineer.

» Smith discovered that different
rock formations contain distinct
fossil assemblages and that even
isolated areas of rocks could be
identified in their sequence by
the fossils they contained.

» Made a map of England
published in 1814-1815

» Strata identified by organized
fossils 1816-1819
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