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Introduction
FIG has continued over the last 6 months to play an active part in the work of ISO TC211, and
expects to continue to do so into the future. Efforts within FIG to raise the profile of standards
and standardisation issues are continuing to bear fruit, with most of FIG’s 10 technical
commissions now involved in aspects of standardisation work.
Coordinating FIG’s standards activity
The FIG Standards Network continues to coordinate standardisation work in FIG, with most
commissions now being active members of it. The scope of the standardisation work spreads
beyond ISO TC211, for instance to ISO TC172 SC6 on optical instruments, and the work of the
International Valuation Standards Committee (IVSC). FIG also continues to work closely with
sister societies to ensure that work is progressed to best effect. In that regard, the move of IAG to
include a focus for standards matters in its new structure will provide another link point for FIG. A
table of current FIG activity in standardisation matters, and of those sister societies that have
provided such information to FIG, is maintained in the Standards Network area of the FIG website
(www.fig.net).
Priorities
Within its limited resources and funds, FIG recognises the ongoing need to prioritise its activities.
Particular priorities at present within the scope of TC211 include:
• Standardisation of the cadastral domain (where FIG intends to become involved in the OGC
work that has recently begun);
• Location-based services, where FIG’s Commission 3 has a particular interest;
• Standardisation in the area of geodesy and geodetic surveying (both in TC211 and TC172
SC6), where FIG’s Commission 5 is taking the lead;
• Assisting the work of building on TR 19122 on the Qualification and Certification of Personnel
to create an optimal solution (which, as committee members are aware, FIG does not believe
that standardisation will provide); and
• Continuing the Outreach work that has made such good progress over the last year.
Outreach
FIG remains keen to further the work of TC211’s Outreach Group, in which Iain Greenway and
Gerhard Joos are both active FIG members. One topic that was discussed and agreed at FIG’s
annual meeting in Paris in April 2003 was that the technical programme for the FIG annual
meeting in Athens in May 2003 (19-23 May) should include a session on key TC211 work and
standards, to provide updated information to FIG members in a structured way. This is a topic that
I will be pursuing in discussions during the TC211 meetings in Berlin. I will also present a paper,
at the Outreach seminar in Berlin, on FIG’s work in the area of standardisation, and particularly
our Guide on Standardisation, which is intended to be of use to very many people involved in
standardisation work, or seeking to be so.

Other areas
Aside from the work of TC211, FIG remains keen to progress work in many other standardisation
fields, including:
• The valuation standards being developed by the IVSC;
• Hydrographic standards, including those on the calibration of equipment, where FIG has been
in contact with the IHB;
• Influencing the development of standards in the construction and spatial planning areas;
• The work of ISO TC172 SC6, where FIG is currently seeking to replace its long-time member
Jean-Marie Becker who has recently retired; and
• The intention of the FIG Council to develop a World Report on Good Practice, pulling
together a range of FIG’s learning in all areas of surveying. This will be based around a
repository of information accessible via a web-based portal
Final words
FIG is pleased to be playing a role in developing the profile of standards, including those of ISO
TC211, seeing standardisation as a vital component in developing the services provided by
surveyors to their various clients. It intends to continue to work closely with TC211, and is happy
at any time to receive further ideas on areas and ways in which this might be achieved.
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