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Report to the 48th  General Assembly 
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Task Force on FIG and the Sustainable Development Goals 

Report of Activities 2024 
 
 

 
The report reflects on the achievements of the 2024 year plan, which is based on the Terms of Reference, 

as approved by the General Assembly during FIG Working Week 2023 in Orlando. 

1. Objectives of the Task Force 

The main objective of the Task Force is to ensure that ‘in 2026 the understanding of the 2030 Agenda and 

the relevance of the SDGs for our profession are embedded within FIG’.  

The target groups of the Task Force are the FIG delegates, Member Associations, delegates & partners of 

FIG and the formal FIG representatives (President, council, commission and network chairs). 

To achieve the overall objective, the following specific objectives are determined: 

● Increasing understanding of the 2030 Agenda  

● Raising awareness of the importance of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs for FIG 

● Informing & Inspiring the FIG Community 

● Assessment of needs & measuring the progress 

2. Activities in 2024 

The biggest impact of the FIG SDG Task Force was during the FIG Working Week in Ghana, held from 18th 

to 24th May 2024. This event provided a dynamic platform for discussing and promoting the integration of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) within the surveying profession. The FIG Working Week in Ghana 

was a resounding success, underscoring the critical importance of integrating SDGs within the surveying 

profession. This report highlights key outcomes and showcases notable achievements such as the enhanced 

visibility of SDGs in technical programs and the successful local organization of the legacy project. 
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1. Pre-FIG WW 2024 events  

Commission Banners 

A separate poster was designed for each commission to indicate the relevant SDGs for that commission. 

Also, the way the commission is contributing to the 2030 Agenda was captured in an overall slogan. These 

were designed with the aim of enhancing SDGs visibility with FIG commissions using banners. The design of 

the commission banners received high praise for their visual appeal and clarity. Participants and 

commission chairs appreciated the effectiveness of the posters in conveying key messages. 

 

Commission banners highlighting the SDGs 

 

Technical Programme 

With the Conference Theme “Your World, Our World: Resilient and Sustainable Resource Management for 

All” we aimed to have the SDGs visibility in the technical program.  SDGs were prominently visible in the 

online programme, with session organizers effectively incorporating them into their templates. Also with 

the template, the technical sessions succeeded in raising awareness about SDGs among participants. 
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Visualisation of the SDG’s in the Technical Programme 

FIG 2024 Template 

A slide about the SDGs was incorporated into the Working Week template for presenters to relate their 

work with the Sustainable Development Goals. The FIG2024 template was well-received and effectively 

raised awareness about SDGs among presenters and attendees. A Lesson Learned: Presenters often left all 

SDGs visible on the slides instead of selecting the specific goals relevant to their presentations. For future 

events a guideline will be developed. 

 

Presentation Template during FIG Working Week 

2. FIG WW 2024 events and SDG TF involvement 

The Working Week in Ghana was a significant opportunity for members to connect, collaborate, and share 

insights. Participants appreciated the face-to-face interactions, which strengthened the sense of teamwork 

and cooperation. Many members were inspired by the interactions and presentations, finding the event 

intense and rewarding. The experience reinforced the importance of promoting SDGs through our 

professional activities. 

The activities of the Task Force contributed to objectives 1) Increasing understanding of the 2030 Agenda, 

2) Raising awareness of the importance of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs for FIG, and 3) Informing & Inspiring 

the FIG Community.  
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Overview of the contributions of the Task Force to FIG Working Week 

 

 

SDG Sessions in the Technical Programme 

The Task Force organised a dedicated session with the title “Measuring Progress, Driving Impact: Surveyors 

at the Forefront of Sustainable Development. Surveyors are at the forefront of achieving the 2030 Agenda 

both as data providers and as drivers of impact. This session examined the contribution of FIG, the FIG 

Commissions and the global surveying community towards achieving the SDGs. It explored the progress so 

far made by surveyors and discussed what surveyors can do to make rapid progress possible. There was 

significant interest in incorporating SDGs into educational curricula and professional practices. 

The following questions were addressed during the session: 

● What is the strategic Influence of surveyors in Achieving SDGs? 

● How we, as surveyors, can measure progress towards achieving the SDGs? 

● What are the gaps and opportunities for action that exist? 

 

Dedicated SDG session during FIG Working Week 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

5/21 

FIG 48th  General Assembly 
Brisbane, Australia – May 2025 
Task Force Report

 

International Federation of Surveyors 
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres 
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure 

 

 

Deep Dives 

Dedicated Q&A sessions were organised for participants to join the plenary speakers on stage. The aim was 

to dive deeper into the topics of the plenary session, to share knowledge, brainstorm and formulate actions 

for FIG to take to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Three sessions took place during the coffee 

break, right after the plenary sessions were finished.  

The main stage setup during coffee breaks was not conducive to deep, focused discussions. Also the 

allocated time was often too short to fully explore topics and engage with audience questions. Despite the 

challenging setting, there were valuable discussions.  We continue the Deep Dives furter in 2026 during  for 

the FIG Congress in Capetown South Africa. This will help us to secure visability, promotion and content of 

the plenaries and deep dives.  

 

Delegates having coffee during the deep dive session 

Legacy Project 

For the Legacy Project, the Task Force joined forces with the FIG Task Force on Diversity and Inclusion. The 

Globe of Tomorrow project was launched at an elementary school in Accra with the aim of serving as a 

lasting legacy that symbolizes global interconnectedness, and inspire the young generation to explore the 

surveying profession and foster sustainable development. 
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Launch of the Legacy Project 

The legacy project in Ghana was well-organized locally, with significant appreciation from key stakeholders 

such as President Diane Dumashie. The project garnered significant media coverage, enhancing its visibility 

and impact. 

Sustainability Spotlight - TV show Ghana 

During the Working Week the FIG TF on SDGs contributed to a dedicated item of the Breakfast show of 

Ghana Broadcasting Corporation. on the role of surveyors towards sustainability. See the full discussion via 

this link: https://lnkd.in/djRbWJvw 

 

Contribution to the Breakfast show in Ghana 

 

https://lnkd.in/djRbWJvw
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Key observations and recommendations 

The Working Week highlighted the growing awareness and commitment to SDGs within the surveying 

profession. Participants demonstrated a keen interest in understanding and integrating SDGs into their 

work, emphasizing the need for continued education and support. 

i. There is a strong desire to incorporate SDGs into both educational curricula and professional 

practices. 

ii. Collaboration and knowledge sharing are essential to effectively promote and implement SDGs. 

iii. Practical examples and case studies are highly valued for demonstrating the real-world application 

of SDGs. 

The FIG SDG Task Force is committed to advancing the integration of SDGs within the surveying profession. 

Based on the insights and feedback from the Working Week, the following strategic actions are proposed: 

i. Organize Webinars: Conduct webinars focused on integrating SDGs into education and professional 

practices, leveraging successful examples and best practices (March 2025). 

ii. Develop Clear Guidelines: Create detailed instructions and guidelines for using the FIG2024 

template and other tools to ensure effective communication and understanding of SDGs (FIG2025). 

iii. Enhance Visibility: Ensure SDGs are prominently featured in both online and printed programmes 

for future events to maximize their visibility and impact (A permanent tasks with the use of Social 

Media). 

 

3. Post WW Engagements  

Meetings held 

The SDG Task Force team meets every three weeks online, alternating on Wednesdays and Fridays and at 

different times, allowing Task Force Members from different timezones to attend. During the meetings, 

progress on the activities and updates from the region and SDG-related developments are shared.  

The meetings follow a structured standardised agenda. With a check-in and closing to allow each TF 

member to contribute to the meeting. The middle part focuses on ongoing action items. The minutes are 

recorded with the use of an AI tool and, after a check, shared with the team.  
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Impression of the Team Meeting 

ii) Summary of issues discussed and involvement of other commissions 

Cooperation with Commission 2 

The Commission 2 conducted a survey this year to gather information on various topics related to surveying 

education. Among the questions asked, the inclusion of topics related to the SDGs in the university 

curriculum was analyzed. The results showed that a very low percentage of the responses indicated that 

this topic is being included. Additionally, at the WW in Ghana, a case study on the teaching of SDGs in 

Surveying was presented, with the case of Uruguay, as part of the SDG and Commission 2 sessions. During 

this activity, interest in promoting this topic was identified, which has served as the starting point for the 

webinar that will take place in March 2025. 

 

Presentation of Education of SDG during FIG Working Week 

Cooperation with Commission 7  

Below is a summary of the activities of FIG Working Group 7.5 on Women’s Access to Land and Surveying. 

Through liaison Marisa Balas, chair of Wg 7.5, there is a strong relationship with the FIG TF on SDGs.  
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● Advancing WLRs Social Media Campaign with a focus on SDG5 and other SDGs synergies, based on 

takeaways from FIG Ghana. Mention the LINK to the task force within each post. 

o CAPTION: Mention FIG Ghana, Author, Title of communication, and links to other FIG pages. 

Example: FIG Ghana working week organized a session dedicated to discussing Women's 

Land Rights (WLRs) and Women Land Professionals. Basirata Abudu-Akindali explained how 

important it is to 𝗵𝗮𝘃𝗲 𝗳𝗲𝗺𝗮𝗹𝗲 𝗹𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗽𝗿𝗼𝗳𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹𝘀 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗮𝗱𝘃𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗰𝘆 𝗼𝗳 𝗪𝗟𝗥𝘀 

and advised us to start thinking about the education of young girls. This is our 8th 

takeaway. Read the full paper at https://lnkd.in/dJrATkSC  

hashtag#FIG  hashtag#WLRs  Chair FIG Commission 7, FIG SDG Task Force, Stand for Her 

Land, 

o IMAGE: Based on Anna Schnaidmann’s templates for FIG Ghana (her team prepared images of 

women and land), we were able to produce 9 POSTS. 

  

● Preparing the summary of the SDG 2024 report, with a focus on SDG 5. Revise SDG 3 and 10 

contributions. 

● Increasing visibility of SDGs: Inclusion of SDG awareness in all working group discussions and 

presentations/communications. 

o Action 1: FOR ALL FIG working weeks and congresses, WLRS sessions should: 

● Speak to authors before any session and ask which SDG their paper focuses most 

● Prepare takeaways (one or two strong messages) from all presentations. Design a campaign 

to divulge these messages, the link to the paper, and the SDG it focuses on (see post-Ghana 

WLRs session campaign) 
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o Action 2: Whenever participating in communications/presentations and discussing WLRs issues, 

ensure it shows the importance of SDG 5, or the synergies with other SDGs such as SDG 4 (as an 

enable), SDG 1 and 2 (as results).  

o Action 3: Engage with Commission 1 (through Amalia) and 2 (through Rosario) to improve WIS 

condition (including gender aspects in the surveyor curricula and improving ethics and values 

through a new/improved code of conduct for surveyors) supporting SDG 5 and SDG 10. 

Other Surveying events attended 

UNGGIM 7th High Level Forum 

The Seventh High-level Forum on UN-GGIM 7th HLF was co-organised and hosted by the National Institute 

of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) of the Government of Mexico. It was held at the Sheraton Mariá Isabel 

Hotel in Mexico City between October 8th and 10th, 2024. The three-day event was attended by multi-

stakeholders from private, government and NGO organisations and institutions with over 40 country 

representatives and 260 attendees. The discussion was guided by 3 key focus areas for each day; 

● Accelerating Implementation for the 2030 Agenda and Beyond 

● Achieving a resilient planet with geospatial information 

● Building a sustainable future: Innovation, Technology and AI 

From the FIG TF on SDGs Rosario Casanova and Paula Dijkstra were presented. The work of the TF was 

highlighted in the presentation made by FIG Young Surveyors representative David Elegbede.  

 

FIG Representatives at FIG 7th UNGGIM High Level Forum 

More details on FIG representatives at the Seventh High-level Forum UN-GGIM in México City 

https://www.fig.net/news/news_2024/10_Seventh_High-level_Forum_UN-GGIM.asp
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Regional Conference Nepal 

The FIG Regional Conference, held on 14-15 November at the Hotel Yak & Yeti in Kathmandu, Nepal, 

brought together 300 participants from 30 countries, including Australia, Bhutan, China, Germany, India, 

Japan, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, and the United 

States. The event, organized by FIG and the Nepal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (NICS), focused on 

enhancing knowledge and capacity in the Asian region to address climate change and disaster-related 

challenges, particularly in safeguarding the land rights of vulnerable communities. 

The FIG Task Force on Sustainable Development Goals actively contributed to the conference, promoting 

collaborative partnerships among government agencies, academic institutions, NGOs, the private sector, 

and civil society.  

 

Participants FIG Regional Conference 

A Call to Action Statement was a critical outcome of the event. This call to action was formally handed over 

to Mr Ganesh Prasad Bhatta, representing the Government of Nepal and member of the SDG Task Force,l 

by FIG President, Dr. Diane Dumashie. 

More details on: FIG Regional Conference 2024 Kathmandu Nepal 

Assessment of SDG Progress Report 2024 

The Task Force is working on an assessment of the SDG Progress Report. The document provides valuable 

insights on where we stand and what needs to be done to create a more sustainable environment. The 

message is clear: "This report highlights the urgent need for stronger and more effective international 

cooperation to maximize progress starting now." 

The Task Force aims to inform and inspire the FIG community about how we, as professionals, can best 

contribute to this task.  To effectively engage the FIG Community, it is essential to identify and highlight 

https://fig.net/nepal2024
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items that are particularly relevant to them. This involves determining which FIG commission each item is 

most pertinent to, using a table where Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are linked to specific 

commissions. By doing so, we can clearly indicate the progress made towards relevant FIG-related targets. 

Key messages should be crafted for the FIG Community, ensuring they are impactful and easily shareable 

on social media platforms. These messages should emphasize the achievements and ongoing efforts 

related to the SDGs, inspiring and informing the community. 

Additionally, recommendations will be provided for FIG Commissions and the broader community to 

enhance their impact on the SDGs and their targets. These recommendations could include strategies for 

increasing awareness, fostering collaboration, and implementing best practices to drive sustainable 

development within the profession. 

4. Social Media Report 

The FIG Task Force uses LinkedIn for communication with the community. Through an enforcement of the 

Social Media Team, we were able to increase the number of posts as well as the outreach to the 

community. The FIG SDG Taskforce’s LinkedIn presence has been effective, with an average engagement 

rate of 9.35%. By refining the content strategy to emphasize three types of messages the task force aims to 

further enhance its impact on sustainable development discussions within the surveying community:  

● With reflections from events with visual storytelling  

● By celebrating the Task Force members and their contributions to the SDGs 

● With interactive content with polls and replies / repost to messages from the network  

Key Metrics 

● New Followers: 606 
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● Total posts: 62 (45 original, 17 reposts) 

● Total Posts Analysed (Original posts): 45 

● Total Impressions: 41,217+, with an average post reach of approximately 930 impressions. 

● Total Engagements: 4,264+, the highest engagement recorded was 586 interactions on a single post, 

with engagement rates varying between 3.27% and 30.39%. Average Engagement Rate: 9.35% 

● Highest Engagement Rate: 30.39% (Post on "Visualizing FIG's Contributions to the SDGs" - May 29, 

2024) 
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● Most Viewed Post: "TF Members attending the Nepal Conference" (4,143 impressions - Oct 11, 2024) 

 

 

● Most Engaged Post: "Celebrating a TF member- Shirley Chapunza" (21.53% engagement rate, June 5, 

2024) 
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● Most Reactions: 145 reactions - TF Member - Paula Dijkstra (Oct 14, 2024) 
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● Most Comments: 8 comments - TF Member - Lydia Najjuma (Nov 21, 2024) & TF Member - Ganesh 

Prasad Bhatta (Oct 23, 2024) 
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<<image of the post>> 

5. Plan for 2025 

The FIG SDG Task Force remains passionately committed to promoting sustainable development within the 

profession, and eagerly looking forward to FIG2025. 
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FIG SDG Task force members in Ghana 
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● Summary & Conclusion 

2024 has been a successful year. The embedding of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs in the council work plan 

and the commission plans are crucial success factors to achieve the objective that in ‘2026 the 

understanding of the 2030 Agenda and the relevance of the SDGs for our profession are embedded within 

FIG’. With an extension of the core team, the Task Force is looking forward to continuing the activities and 

increasing the impact.   

The Task Force has aligned the activities to the objectives as described in the work plan:  

● Increasing understanding of the 2030 Agenda  

● Raising awareness of the importance of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs for FIG 

● Informing & Inspiring the FIG Community 

● Assessment of needs & measuring the progress 

By aligning each activity to one or more objectives, the Task Force has ensured that the FIG representatives 

have successfully demonstrated leadership by highlighting the relevance of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs, 

actively engaging the FIG community, and encouraging the sharing of best practices and lessons learned. 

The joint efforts have inspired the community with practical implementation examples, ensuring no one is 

left behind. As a result, FIG Member Associations and Partners have had the opportunity to increase their 

knowledge and understanding of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs, actively sharing their insights to inspire 

others. 

FIG Delegates have also enhanced their understanding of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs, becoming active 

ambassadors for change. They have shared their best practices and lessons learned, further inspiring the 

FIG community through events, publications, and the FIG website. This collective effort has fostered a 

comprehensive understanding and commitment to achieving the 2030 Agenda and SDGs within the FIG 

community. 
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 Increasing 
understanding of 
the 2030 Agenda 

Raising awareness 
of the importance 
of the 2030 
Agenda and SDGs 
for FIG 

Informing & 
Inspiring the FIG 
Community 

Assessment of 

needs & 

Measuring the 

progress 

FIG 2024     

Deep Dives     

SDG Sessions     

Technical 
Programme 

    

Commission 
Banners 

    

FIG 2024 Template     

Legacy Project     

Social Media     

Assessment SDG 
Progress Report 

    

Regional 
Conference Nepal 

    

Table linking objectives to the activities of the Task Force on SDGs 

●  
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● Annex I: Task Force Members & FIG Commission Liaisons 

Members:  

● Paula Dijkstra, the Netherlands (chair) 

● Ronald Ssengendo, Uganda (vice chair) 

● Rosario Casanova, Uruguay 

● Søren Brandt Pedersen, Denmark 

● Ganesh Prasad Bhatta, Nepal 

● Marisa Balas, Mozambique 

● Winston Ayeni, Nigeria 

● Kenneth Norre, Denmark 

● Uchenna Duru, Nigeria 

● Daniela Cuentas, Uruguay 

● Anna Shnaidmann, Israel 

● Illay Pikulin, Israel 

● Lydia Najjuma, Uganda 

● Paula Teperino, Uruguay 

● Bola Adeyera, Nigeria 

● Allison Kealy, Australia 

● Shristi Paudel, Nepal 

● Elvena Hayford, Namibia 

● Penehafo Ricardo, Namibia 

Liaison 

● Commission 1: 

● Commission 2: Rosario Casanova, Uruguay 

● Commission 3: 

● Commission 4: Gordon Johnston, United Kingdom 

● Commission 5: Allison Kealy, Australia 

● Commission 6:  

● Commission 7: Marisa Balas, Mozambique, Ganesh Prasad Bhatta, Nepal 

● Commission 8: Charles Atakora, Germany 

● Commission 9: 

● Commission 10: Bola Adeyera, Nigeria 

● FIG Young Surveyors Network: Shirley Tendai Chapunza, Zimbabwe, Shristi Paudel 

● FIG Regional Capacity Development Network:  

● FIG Standards Network: David Martin, France 


