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Some facts about our profession
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What does a “freelance” surveyor work 
with today?



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015

What does a surveyor work with today?



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015

What does a surveyor work with 
today?

• Commission 1 – Professional Standards and Practice 
• Commission 2 – Professional Education
• Commission 3 – Spatial Information Management
• Commission 4 – Hydrography
• Commission 5 – Positioning and Measurement
• Commission 6 – Engineering Surveys
• Commission 7 – Cadastre and Land Management
• Commission 8 – Spatial Planning and Development
• Commission 9 – Valuation and the Management of Real Estate
• Commission 10 - Construction Economics and Management
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What does a “freelance” surveyor work 
with today?

Data Acquisition Methods
•Traditional Surveying
•Image acquisition
•Remote Sensing
•GPS
•Laser scanning
•Lidar
•Radar
•UAV
etc

Data Processing
•3D modeling
•Photogrammetry
•GIS
• Image analysis
•Analytical Calculations
•Data processing
• Adjustments
•Cartography
•BIM
etc

Users
•Civilians
•Government agencies
•Architects
•Construction
•Archaeologists
•Industry
•Environmental research
•Conservationists
•Restorers
•Banks
•Disaster management 
teams
•Researchers
•Urban planners
•Entertainment industry
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“freelancer” or employee
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My own country or abroad?



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015

Think globally - act locally?
•Most of our work is done on some computer and only a 
small part of it requires our physical presence in the field
•Work might not be available in your country, but plenty in 
some other country
•Most companies seek to contract work instead of hiring 
people. Is it possible for them to find you?
•Most projects that come up for a freelancer come from 
people you have worked with, people who have 
recommended you and people who have singled you out for 
a certain skill. 
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So, what does it take to succeed as a 
freelancer?

•Be knowledgeable and up to date
•Be enthusiastic about what you do
•Manage your own brand
•Build your network of contacts



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015



International Federation of Surveyors
Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

“Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of Tomorrow”
FIG Kick - Off Event

24 January 2015

Be knowledgeable and up to date

•A great deal of responsibility falls on us for every project we 
work with
•Results fit for purpose and in line with related standards
•Don’t be afraid to seek advice, help or even to hire 
someone to share the work or complete the desired skill set.
•Remain relevant and competitive by being up to date
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Be enthusiastic about what you do

•Chose some of your best work and build on it
•Share your experience with others and find ways to 
improve
•Get inspired from other people in your professional field
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Manage your own brand

•Create an online professional profile
•Present yourself, your studies, your professional 
experience and interests 
•Highlight your strongest skills
•Single out and present your best projects
•Find out your weaknesses and try to improve
•Check out your “competition”  
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Build your network of contacts
•Former classmates
•Former and present colleagues
•Professors
•Clients
•Colleagues
•Friends
•Target contacts?
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“We live in an age of unprecedented opportunity: with 
ambition, drive, and talent, you can rise to the top of your 
chosen profession regardless of where you started out. But with 
opportunity comes responsibility. Companies today aren't 
managing their knowledge workers careers. Instead, you must 
be your own chief executive officer. That means it's up to you to 
carve out your place in the world and know when to change 
course. And it's up to you to keep yourself engaged and 
productive during a career that may span some 50 years.” 

[1999, Peter Drucker, Harvard Business Review]
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


