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Surveyors on the World Stage 
- Through The International Federation of

Surveyors (FIG)

Leonie Newnham
Chair Commission 1

FIG – Working Across the World
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What is FIG?

• Premier international organisation 
representing surveyors worldwide.

• Federation of national member 
associations – including SSSI in Australia

• Wide definition of surveyor to include all 
professional fields.

• UN-recognised non-government 
organisation – representing over 100 
countries
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What’s in it for me ? 
WEB SITE:  www.fig.net 

• NEWS

• EVENTS

• PUBLICATIONS

• COMMISSIONS covering all aspects of professional fields

• TASK FORCES on key issues for the profession across the world

• PERMANENT INSTITUTIONS

• HISTORY OF SURVEYING AND MEASUREMENT

• FIG FOUNDATION some funds for projects

• STANDARDS NETWORK

• YOUNG SERVEYORS NETWORK

• MUTUAL RECOGNITION

• JOB SITE

• FIG SURVEYING EDUCATION DATABASE

• SURVEYORS REFERENCE LIBRARY
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The Powerhouse for Action 

• Commission 1 – Professional Standards and Practice
• Commission 2 – Professional Education
• Commission 3 – Spatial Information Management
• Commission 4 – Hydrography
• Commission 5 – Positioning and Measurement
• Commission 6 – Engineering Surveys
• Commission 7 – Cadastre and Land Management
• Commission 8 – Social Planning and Development
• Commission 9 – Valuation and the Management of Real 

Estate
• Commission 10 – Construction Economics and 

Management 
• Young Surveyors Network

Snapshot of topics covered by Commissions 
in their work
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Commission 1 - Professional Standards and 
Practice.

Terms of Reference

• Professional practice, legal aspects and organisational 
structures 

• Codes of ethics and applications 
• Changes to society and ways of working and the 

corresponding impacts on professional practice 
• Community perceptions and understanding about the 

surveying profession
• Participation in FIG Standards Network and Young 

Surveyors Network

Commission 1 – Workplan for 2011-2014

• Working Group 1.1 - Changing Nature of Work and the Role of a 
Surveyor (Joint Working Group with Commission 2 )

• Working Group 1.2 – Regulation approaches that provide secure 
tenure

• Working Group 1.3 – Community of Practice on Professional Standards 
and Practice

• Working Group 1.4 – International Boundary Settlement and 
Demarcation (Joint Working Group with Commissions 4, 5 and 7)

• Working Group 1.5 – Social Media and Surveyors (Joint Working 
Group with the Young Surveyors Network)
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Commission 1 – People

Commission Chair and Initial Co-Chair of WG 1.5

• Leonie Newnham, AUSTRALIA

Vice Chair of Administration and Communication 

• Robyn McCutcheon, AUSTRALIA

Vice-Chair and Joint Chairs of WG 1.1 

• Winnie Shiu, HONG KONG

• Brian J Coutts, NEW ZEALAND

Vice-Chair and Chair of WG 1.3 

• Stephen Djaba, GHANA

Vice-Chair and Co-Chairs of WG 1.4 

• Dr. Haim Srebro, ISRAEL

• Dr. Bill Robertson, NEW ZEALAND

Commission 1 – Associated Networks

• FIG Standards Network

• Young Surveyors Network
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FIG Standards Network

Purpose

The Network is continuing the work of an FIG Task Force which was

established in 1998.  Need to address standards as increasingly important in 

the work of surveyors. The Network sees itself as at the hub of FIG

Standardisation activity, making the necessary linkages and providing the

necessary advice to commissions and others.

The Network's terms of reference are as follows:

• Building and maintaining relations with the secretariats of standardisation

bodies;

• Proposing priorities on FIG's standardisation activities, including advising 
the Council on priorities for spending;

• Setting up necessary Liaison relationships with standardisation bodies;

• Ensuring that lead contacts to Technical Committees etc are in place;

• Maintaining an information flow on standardisation to FIG members, 
including through the FIG website and FIG Bulletin, and more directly to 
relevant Commission Officers;

• Maintaining the Guide on Standardisation and related material on the FIG 
website;

• Working with other NGOs, within the framework of the MOUs signed by 
the Council; and

• Advising FIG's officers and members on standardisation activities as 
necessary.

Chair 
David Martin, FRANCE

Young Surveyors Network

Purpose

• To improve the number of young professionals participating 
within the FIG.

• To help young professionals in the beginning of their 
careers with contacts.

• To increase co-operation between the commissions and the 
students and young professionals network.

• The target groups of this working group are Master- and 
PhD Students, young professionals and commission 
delegates.

Chair 
Kate Fairlie, AUSTRALIA
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Regular Opportunities to share and grow industry
knowledge and connections

8th FIG Regional Conference, 

26-29 November 2012 Montevideo, Uruguay

– Environment for Sustainability

Abuja, Nigeria, International Conference Centre 6–10 May 2013

Contact me:
- send your ideas or discussion points 
to me
-join FIG and Commission 1 discussions 
on LinkedIn
.

Leonie Newnham
Manager Governance, Innovation and Systems
Department of Sustainability and Environment

Leonie.Newnham@dse.vic.gov.au
Tel: 9637 8651

Mob: 0417 551 633
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