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• The continuum of land rights is a powerful concept, or metaphor, for 

understanding the diversity of existing land tenure arrangements. There 

exists different tenure arrangements in between the conventionally 

recognized ‘formal and informal’ tenure. 

The Continuum of Land Rights 



• Only about 30 per cent of land 

ownership units are formally 

registered or accounted for. 

 

• Most of the urban and rural 

poor, pastoralists, indigenous 

people, and the marginalized 

including women, are part of 

the 70% who have no legal, 

documented and registered 

land rights.  

 

• What they have are informal, 

customary, unwritten and 

over-lapping land rights and 

claims. 



Land and Sustainable Development Goals 





Sustainable Development Goals 

• Within four prominent goals 

in the SDGs lie several land 

related sub-goals and 

targets with the potential to 

effect change for 

sustainable development. 

(Goals 1, 2, 5, 11) 

 

• Land is indeed one of the 

most essential pillars of 

human existence. 

  

• Secure land tenure is a key 

determinant for human 

development.  



SDGs and the Continuum of Land Rights 

• The continuum concept is 

inclusive in nature 

 

• Tenure can take a variety of 

forms along the continuum, 

including: documented as 

well as undocumented, 

formal as well as informal, 

for individuals as well as 

groups, including 

pastoralists and residents of 

slums and other settlements, 

which may be legal or extra-

legal. 





• The paper presents different 

experiences on how the use of 

GLTN land tools such as: the 

Social Tenure Domain Model, 

Participatory Enumerations, the 

Gender Evaluation Criteria, Fit 

for Purpose Land Administration, 

among are implemented in 

Africa, Asia and Latin America 

towards the actualization of 

continuum of land rights 

concept.  

Purpose of the Paper 



GLTN interventions  



GLTN interventions Cont’d 



The Continuum of Land Rights Concept at Work 



    Thank You! 

www.gltn.net 


