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Background

• Lamu Town is a World Heritage Site in the 

Lamu archipelago off the north-eastern Kenya 

Coast.

• WHS status recognises outstanding universal 

values arising from:

i. Cultural diversity and harmony

ii. International maritime trade over many 

centuries

iii. Unique architectural environment  
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Map data ©2013 Google

Problem

• Can comprehensive spatial data be 

acquired and used in development of 

a Heritage Management Plan?
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Objectives
• Create Digital Maps of the World Heritage Site, Buffer 

Zone, Influential Peripheral Areas and Infrastructural 

services within the WHS

• Create a comprehensive relational database capturing all 

aspects necessary for Heritage Management and local 

administration

• Collect data from fields relevant to a developed database

• Link relational database to the Geographic Information 

System

• Train end users and administrators, complete with a User 

Manual for future training reference.

Methodology
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How was it done?

• National Museums of Kenya

• Lamu County Government (Formerly 

Lamu County Council)

• Lamu Water and Sewerage Company

• Ministry of Lands

• Site Visits

• Principal Researcher

• 2 No digitisers/ Ground 

Verifiers

• 1 No database specialist

• 10 No data collectors

Personnel

Data sources
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Digitisation
�Pdf
�Hard copy
�Aerial imagery

Components of the digital WHS
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Lamu World Heritage Site
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Linking Digital with Heritage 

and Conservation
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Household Survey

119

Household Database
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Beneficiaries and Users of GIS

• National Museums of Kenya

• Lamu Water and Sewerage Company

• Lamu County Government

• Kenya Forest Services

• Ministry of Lands

Challenges
• Inadequate communication strategy between the

researcher and the recipient organisation

• Problems of data sharing even within Government

offices

• Mistrust among the locals

• Scarcity of digital copies of 

any records from the 

Authorities

• Cultural/ Religious obstacles 

in using male enumerators
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Appreciation

• National Council for Science and Technology

• National Museums of Kenya

• People of Lamu

Badiliko la mjukuu, huanza

na babu

Change for the young ones, starts with the 
Grandfather

Asante


