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SETTING THE SCENE

•Sheer size of Australia 

•Explorers from many 
countries and indigenous 
Australians 

•Many cultures now making 
up modern day Australia 

SUBDIVISION ON A MASSIVE SCALE 

 

•Survey of the whole parcel of land 

(Scott editor, Aust Discovery 2010, 
 Project Guttenberg) 

Matthew 
Flinders 
Surveying from 
the sea 
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Survey of the parts 

 

Eventual subdivision 
layout 
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The encounter with the harsh landscape 

•Environment and conditions 

•Recording information 

(Knowles , 1969) 

The Early Land Surveyors / Explorers 

 

George 
Evans 

The first inland 
surveyor / 
explorer 

(Weatherburn 2006) 
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Courtesy of State Library of NSW  

(Call No. MLMSS-589) 

Evans names the Lachlan river 

 

The early Land Surveyors / Explorers 

John Oxley 

NSW Surveyor 
General leads 
by example 

(Favenc 1908) 
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The early Land Surveyors / Explorers 

Thomas 
Mitchell 

Use of 
indigenous 
place names 

(Universal Books, no date) 

•The past and present 

•The starting point of Mitchell’s journeys 
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The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

Charles Sturt 

The first explorer 
to venture into 
Central Australia 

(Universal Books, no date) 
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The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

Edward Eyre 
and Wylie 

A formidable 
combination revered 
by other explorers for 
their toughness 

(Dutton, 1982) 

The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

John McDouall 
Stuart 

A true Surveying 
legend of the outback 

(Favenc 1908) 
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The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

Ludwig 
Leichhardt 

A tragic pioneer 

(Favenc 1908) 

The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

John Forrest 

A great surveyor of 
the west 

Favenc 1908) 
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The later Land Surveyors / Explorers 

Ernest Giles 

A tough individual 
who linked east to 
west 

Favenc 1908) 
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