
THE

SURVEYOR 

PIRATE 
OF THE 

CARIBBEAN  



HERNANDO

DE SOTO

DE SOTO’S EXPEDITION -

THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO

SIGHT THE MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER BETWEEN 1541- 42



ROBERT

CAVALIER

STAKED 

A FLAG 

TO CLAIM 

THE RIVER

IN THE 

NAME OF

SUN KING

LOUIS XIV

IN 1682!



NEW ORLEANS WAS FOUNDED IN 

1718 AND NAMED AFTER THE 

YOUNGER SON OF  KING LOUIS XIII –

PHILLIPE DUC D’ORLEANS 

KING

LOUIS

XIII

PHILLIPE

DUC

D’ORLEANS



PEWTER COIN SHOWING FOUNDING

SURVEYORS OF LOUISIANA IN 1718



IN 1762 KING LOUIS XV OF 

FRANCE CEDED ALL OF 

LOUISIANA WEST OF THE 

MISSISSIPPI TO HIS COUSIN

KING CHARLES III OF SPAIN.

SPAIN HELD THIS LAND 

UNTIL 1803 WHEN NAPOLEON  

BONAPARTE PULLED OFF 

THE BIGGEST STING OF ALL 

TIME IN 1803! 



KING CHARLES III

OF SPAIN

KING LOUIS XV

OF FRANCE



THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE 14 JULY, 1789



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

SPELT ALMOST CERTAIN 

DEATH TO THE BOURGEOSIE

WHO HAD RULED FRANCE

AS THE ANCIEN REGIME

FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS.

BARTHELEMY LAFON FLED

HIS HOMELAND SOMETIME 

AROUND 1789, AGED 20, 

AND DESPITE STRONG 

INDICATIONS OF HIS 

INTENTION TO RETURN, DIED 

BEFORE IT WAS POSSIBLE.





GREAT NEW ORLEANS FIRES OF 1788 & 1794







BARTHELEMY LAFON





PEDESCLAUX-LE MONNIER HOUSE @ 636-642

ROYAL STREET BUILT BY BL IN 1795 AND IN

1805 ADVERTISED HIS OFFICES THERE.



THE MIGUEL

FORTIER

HOUSE @

517 DECATUR

STREET

BUILT &

DESIGNED BY

BL  c. 1795



BL c 1795 LOUIS CORNUE HOUSE @ 

630-634 ROYAL STREET, NEW ORLEANS 

PAINTING BY BOYD CRUISE



THE ETIENNE

DEBON STORE-

HOUSE @ 

507-511

DECATUR 

STREET

DESIGNED AND

CONSTRUCTED 

BY BL IN 1798.





SPANISH S-G 

CARLOS TRUDEAU 

aka CHARLES 

LAVEAU
1798 SPANISH PLAN

OF NO BY TRUDEAU





THIS AREA OF

LAND IN NEW 

ORLEANS WAS

FIRST 

ACQUIRED BY 

BL IN 1801 AND 

USED FOR A 

“BRICK 

PLANTATION”

BUT LOST IT 

TO CREDITORS 

IN 1812.



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE PULLED OFF

A MASTER SWINDLE WHEN HE REPOSSESSED

THE SPANISH HELD LOUISIANA TERRITORY

FOR A FEW MONTHS IN 1803 THEN ONSOLD

THE LAND FOR $ 15 MIL TO THE NEW USA,

EFFECTIVELY DOUBLING ITS SIZE!



PRESIDENT

THOMAS

JEFFERSON

US MINISTER

TO FRANCE

ROBERT R.

LIVINGSTON

ORIGINAL LOUISIANA

PURCHASE TREATY



US PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON APPOINTED 

MARYLAND SURVEYOR ISAAC BRIGGS AS 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF THE LANDS 

SOUTH OF TENNESSEE ON 24 MAY 1803.



1803 VINACHE 

MAP OF NEW 

ORLEANS TO

COMMEMORATE

THE VERY BRIEF 

RETURN OF

LOUISIANA TO 

THE FRENCH!







LETTER FROM

LAFON IN ENGLISH

TO PRESIDENT

THOMAS 

JEFFERSON

WHICH 

ACCOMPANIED A

PRESENTATION

OF HIS LOUISANA

ALMANAC OF 1805.

LETTER DATED

15TH JULY, 1805.





JULIE “BETSY”

BRION –

MODESTE

FOUCHER’S 

MOTHER

Arpenteur Lafon =

Surveyor Lafon!











BL PLANS 

FOR THE

JOSEPH 

ZERINGUE

HOUSE BUILT 

AT 2257 BAYOU 

ROAD IN 1806.



BL PLAN OF CARONDOLET 

TURNING BASIN MARCH 1806



MOST ACCURATE MAP OF NO BY BL IN 1806.







BL DREW PLANS FOR 

LOUISIANA

GOVERNOR 

CLAIBORNE

FOR THE 

REINFORCEMENT

OF THE FORTIFICATIONS

IN NEW ORLEANS IN READINESS 

FOR THE COMING BRITISH 

ACTIONS OF 1812 AND 1815.

GOVERNOR

WILLIAM 

CHARLES

COLE

CLAIBORNE



PLAN OF THE

BARRACKS

AT ENGLISH

TURN BY BL































NEW ORLEANS PRIVATEER AND 

HIS PIRATE DOMAIN OF BARATARIA



ONE OF LAFITTE’S 
TOPSAIL SCHOONERS



PRIVATEER COMETA



US PRESIDENT

ANDREW JACKSON

PRIVATEER

JEAN LAFITTE



JEAN

LAFITTE

WITH 

BROTHER 

PIERRE &

DOMINIQUE 

YOU (1813)

BY JARVIS







THIS IS 

A MAP OF

THE NEW

ORLEANS

BATTLE-

GROUND

BY LAFON 

1803.





“I sign, BARTHELEMY LAFON, Deputy 

Surveyor to ISAAC BRIGGS, Surveyor-

General of theTerritories South of 

Tennessee …”

ARPENTEUR is SURVEYOR in French!





THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS 1815













CORSAIR ALLIGATOR







ON 29 SEPTEMBER

1820 YELLOW

FEVER CLAIMED

BARTHELEMY

LAFON AGED 51!

THE SAME EPIDEMIC

THEN TOOK HIS 

FATHER PIERRE, 

HIS 60 YO BROTHER 

PIERRE JNR. & 54 YO

SISTER-IN-LAW

JEANNE IN 1822.



LAFON TOMB



BARTHELEMY

LAFON’S

VAULT IN

ST. LOUIS

CEMETERY

No. 1 IN NEW

ORLEANS



FINAL JUDGEMENT: “THE ENTIRETY OF 

BARTHELEMY LAFON’S ESTATE WAS 

WHOLLY INSOLVENT AND UNABLE TO 

PAY THE LEGACIES AND DEBTS!!!”

1826



PORTRAIT SAID

TO BE AN IMAGE

OF BARTHELEMY

LAFON WHO WAS

L’ARPENTEUR –

SURVEYOR - OF

NEW ORLEANS

AND LOUISIANA

WHOSE LEGACY

OF PLANS, SURVEYS

AND BUILDINGS

HAVE OUTLIVED HIS

ULTIMATE DEMISE

AS A PENNILESS

PIRATE!!!



THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION

ARE THERE 

ANY

QUESTIONS?


