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BASICALLY, a Geodimeter is an extremely accurate distance-measuring instrument which 

uses a beam of light shot from the instrument to a distant reflector which bounces it back to a 

receiver in the instrument which automatically registers the distance. Corrections for 

temperature and pressure make its readings even more precise. No plodding crew, dragging a 

measuring ''chain" is necessary, although lines of sight must sometimes be cut through wooded 

areas. 

So precise is this instrument that the ordinary surveyor's transit is not considered accurate 

enough to measure the angles involved. Hart's purchase of a much more costly Theodolite was 

thus necessary. Theodolites are used extensively in lining up and launching missiles at nearby 

Cape Kennedy. 

The Orlando Sentinel

July 4, 1965
"So I took a deep breath 

and ordered a Geodimeter,” 

said Hart, “and then 

realized that to use it 

correctly, l would also have 

to have a Theodolite instead 

of a transit.” 
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Walt Disney, General William “Joe” Potter, Roy Disney
November 15, 1965 – Cherry Plaza Hotel, Florida Archives



Bill Hart, Walt Disney, General Potter, Roy Disney, Card Walker, Admiral Fowler



Magic Kingdom early construction (looking South-Seven Seas Lagoon at the top)
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• The Walt Disney World Resort near 
Orlando, Florida is one of the world's 
most famous vacation destinations. 
This iconic resort is now located in 
what once was thousands of acres of 
swamp and marshland. Through spy-
like moves and innovative strategies, 
Walt Disney and his cadre of creative 
leaders turned this massive swamp 
land into today's Disney World. This 
books shares the amazing behind the 
scenes story of how Disney's Florida 
resort, code-named Project Future, 
rose from the marshes of Central 
Florida to become one of the world's 
most popular theme park resorts.

• Project Future



• As told through the personal 
notes and files from the key 
figures involved in the 
project….

• Buying Disney’s World



Additional Resources
• University of Central Florida, Robert Foster/RCID Collection

• Florida Archives (FloridaMemory.com)  

• D23.com

• Married to the Mouse, Walt Disney World and Orlando, Richard 
E. Foglesong


