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UNCCD

• UNCCD: United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

• One of the three Rio Conventions (Biodiversity, Climate Change and 
Desertification) derived from the 1992 Earth Summit

• The Convention addressing issues related to land and custodian agency 
for SDG indicator 15.3.1. on land degradation

• Today, there are 197 Parties to the Convention 

• The Secretariat’s work is mandated by the Convention text and COP 
decisions



Decision 26/COP14 on Land Tenure –
A landmark decision on tenure

“Requests the secretariat and invites the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations and other relevant partners to 

collaborate to produce a technical guide on 

how to integrate the Voluntary Guidelines on 

the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 

Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National 

Food Security into the implementation of the 

Convention and land degradation neutrality, 

taking into account national contexts for 

consideration by the Conference of the Parties 

at its fifteenth session” 



LDN – Tenure Nexus: A scientific foundation 

Land tenure governance is an 

element of the LDN enabling 

environment

Source: Verburg, P., Metternicht, G., Allen, C., Debonne, N., Akhtar-Schuster, M. Inácio da Cunha, M., Karim, Z., Pilon, A., Raja, O., Sánchez Santivañez, M. & Şenyaz, A. 2019. Creating an Enabling 

Environment for Land Degradation Neutrality and its Potential Contribution to Enhancing Wellbeing, Livelihoods and the Environment. A Report of the Science-Policy Interface. Bonn. UNCCD.



Bridging the gap
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The technical guide is designed to be:

Not all pathways are 

necessarily relevant to all 

countries 

The pathways are to be 

tailored and implemented 

as per national context

Flexible

Addresses the “how” 

questions of 

implementation by 

presenting concise and 

clear actions

Action oriented

Provides sets of actions 

both at national and 

local levels

Multiscale in 

approachIncludes pathways that 

are voluntary and can be 

tailored to the national 

contexts

Voluntary

Pathways are linked to 

COP decisions and the 

VGGT text 

Rooted in COP 

decisions and 

the VGGT 



Way forward:
COP15 Decision 27 on Land Tenure

Capacity building on the implementation of the technical guide

Multistakeholder partnerships

Technical support

Exploring financial opportunities

Awareness-raising on responsible land governance for 

combatting desertification, land degradation and drought

Exploring global indicators and data on land tenure



Moving into implementation – the potential 
role of land administrators and surveyors

Capacity building on the implementation of the technical guide

Multistakeholder partnerships

Technical support

Exploring financial opportunities

Awareness-raising on responsible land governance for 

combatting desertification, land degradation and drought

Exploring global indicators and data on land tenure



Thank you
The work of the technical guide was produced with financial 
support from: 


