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FIG Policy Statements 

No 27, 2002 Mutual Recognition of Professional 
Qualifications 
FIG has adopted a policy and guide-
lines for exchange of surveying per-
sonnel between jurisdictions, coun-
tries, and regions based on mutual 
recognition of professional qualifica-
tions. The publication explains the 
concept of mutual recognition and 
presents range of case studies.

No 30, 2002 The Nairobi Statement on Spatial 
Information for Sustainable 
Development 
This publication includes a number 
of recommendations to support 
politicians, senior managers and 
professional organisations in better 
understanding the need for Spatial 
Data Infrastructures (SDI’s) and how 
they can be used to support Sustain-
able Development.

No 33, 2004 Marrakech Declaration Urban-
Rural Interrelationship for 
Sustainable Development 
FIG recognises the urban-rural divide 
in different areas of the world, and 
recommends that comprehensive 
national land policies need to be 
developed to promote urban-rural 
linkages. The publication explains 
the problem and presents the way 
forward in various areas. 

No 34, 2005 Aguascalientes Statement
Development of Land Information
Policies in the Americas
This statement looks at the need to 
develop land policies that integrate 
land administration functions with 
topographic mapping programs. The 
publication relates to UN commit-
ment and is based on Latin American 
focus, but it also has a global per-
spective.  

No 43, 2008 Costa Rica Declaration on
Pro-Poor Coastal Zone 
Management
The coastal areas are fragile and in-
clude a range of rights and interests. 
FIG supports the right of poor coast-
al communities to thrive, and retain 
ongoing access to coastal resources. 
This publication is a result of 6th FIG 
Regional Conference held in San 
José, Costa Rica, 2007.

No. 11, 1995 The FIG Statement on the Cadastre 
This FIG statement points at the im-
portance of the cadastral systems 
and presents the legal, organisation-
al  and technical issues to be dealt 
with when designing, establishing 
and maintaining cadastral systems. 
The publication is translated into 
about 10 languages.

No. 15, 1996 Continuing Professional Develop-
ment 
“Learning for life” is now replaced by 
“Lifelong Learning”.This publication 
presents the concept of Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) 
and a range of case studies from 
throughout the world. The FIG poli-
cies and recommendations for CPD 
are outlined.

No 17, 1998 Statement Ethical Principles 
and Model Code of Professional 
Conduct 
Professional Ethics are crucial to any 
profession. This publication presents 
the needs and FIG recommendation 
for adopting such ethics and codes 
of conduct for surveying profession-
als when meeting the needs of cli-
ents and their responsibility towards 
society. 
  

No 21, 1999 The Bathurst Declaration on Land 
Administration for Sustainable 
Development 
This declaration is famous because it 
linked for the first time the cadastral 
and land administration area closely 
to sustainable development. The 
publication is developed in coopera-
tion with United Nation agencies and 
is based on an expert group meeting 
held in Bathurst, Australia, 1999. 

No 23, 2001 FIG Agenda 21 
FIG is committed developing a mu-
tual understanding of how surveying 
all its aspects best can contribute to 
implementation of the agenda set by 
United Nations 1992 Rio Conference 
on Environment and Development. 
This publication sets out a range of 
actions in this area. 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF SURVEYORS (FIG)

Costa Rica Declaration
Pro-Poor Coastal Zone Management

FIG PUBLICATION 
NO 43

FIG POLICY STATEMENT

Figpub43.indd   I 22.5.2008   12:16:22

The 2nd FIG Regional Conference “Urban-Rural Interrelationship for Sustainable Environ-
ment”, held in Marrakech, Morocco, 2–5 December 2003, was organized by the Ordre National 
des  Ingénieurs Géomètres-Topographes (ONIGT) and the International Federation of Surveyors 
(FIG). The conference was co-sponsored and supported by the Arab Union of Surveyors (AUS) 
and the Arab Urban Development Institute (AUDI) and several United Nations agencies, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (UN-HABITAT), United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). 

The aim of the conference was to shed some light on selected issues of urban-rural interrelations 
and to raise awareness of this complex topic. It also tried to explain the close linkage of land 
policy and land administration.  

Currently the urban-rural interaction agenda is broad and covers a number of concerns. The inter-
action consists of the exchange of goods and services, people, information, and money that can 
be provided by adequate infrastructure, such as transportation, communication, energy and basic 
services. Infrastructure is the backbone of the urban-rural development. However, its provision 
often involves a trade-off of land and natural resources: roads, trails and power lines have negative 
impacts especially to rural areas by cutting the landscape. Provision of this crucial infrastructure 
needs to balance the interests of both rural and urban communities. This will ensure their com-
mon future. 

Due to the different functionality of land for the human being, different land policies and land 
administration can be observed between urban and rural areas in many countries. However, while 
sustainable land development for both areas is a complex mix of political, legal, socio-economic 
and ecological aspects, the well-being of human habitation in rural and urban space can be 
achieved only by a common land policy and the adoption of a comprehensive land policy to sup-
port sustainable land management.

Many international governmental and non-governmental organizations have accentuated the 
need for both a common land policy for rural and urban areas and a holistic thematic approach to 
 enable the sustainable development of land and to ensure human well-being. 
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No 28, 2002 FIG Guide on Standardisation
This Guide was created by the FIG Task 
Force on Standards to assist the FIG 
Council, Commissions and Member 
Associations in their efforts to make 
a difference in standardisation ac-
tivities. The publication explains how 
surveyors can be actively engaged in 
the processes.

No 29, 2002 Business Matters for Professionals 
Who can argue that business doesn’t 
matter? Somehow, we are all trying to 
ensure the success of one or more or-
ganisations. This guide highlights par-
ticular topics that a business needs to 
address, provides frameworks for do-
ing so and suggests sources of addi-
tional information. 

FIG Guides

No 36, 2006 Administering Marine Spaces:
International Issues 
This publication comprises a number 
of papers that focus on issues related 
to the administration of marine spaces 
from regional perspectives It under-
scores the international importance 
of administering marine/coastal areas 
that provide food and livelihood for 
millions of people. 

No 38, 2006 The Contribution of the Surveying 
Profession to Disaster Risk 
Management  
This report is a result of FIG Work-
ing Group 8.4. It presents concepts, 
instruments and methods for an ef-
fective disaster risk management 
and shows clearly that disaster risk 
reduction is an essential field of ap-
plication for a surveyor/geodesist/
geomatics engineer/land manager.

No 31, 2002 Land Information Management for 
Sustainable Development of Cities
This set of guidelines has been de-
veloped through a partnership be-
tween FIG Commission 3 and UN-
HABITAT and provides best practice 
in formulating, marketing and imple-
menting City-wide Land Information 
Management to support sustainable 
development in cities. 

No 41, 2008 Capacity Assessment in Land 
Administration
This Guide, developed in coopera-
tion with FAO, is offered as a tool for 
improving existing land administra-
tion systems through in-country self-
assessment of the capacity needs, 
especially in developing and transi-
tion countries where the financial 
resources often are limited. 
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No 42, 2008 The Road towards More 
Sustainable Places 
The aim of this publication is to ex-
plore how surveyors can be better 
prepared to work with international 
agencies, national and local govern-
ment in this area. The publication is 
the result of FIG Working Group 8.3 
and sets the road ahead in this area. 

Cadastre 2014 
This publication is well recognised at 
all governmental levels and through-
out the world. It sets out a vision for 
developing to cadastral concept to 
meet the institutional and techno-
logical challenges of the future. The 
publication is translated into about 
20 languages. 

No 39, 2008 FIG Work Plan 2007–2010
This publication includes the work 
plans of the FIG Council and ten tech-
nical commissions for 2007–2010.  
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No 40, 2008 FIG Statutes, Internal Rules and 

Guidelines
This publication includes the FIG 
statutes, internal rules and other 
regulations.
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FIG PUBLICATIONS

www.fig.net/pub/figpub/pubindex.htm

The FIG publications are divided into four categories. This should assist members and other 
users to identify the profile and purpose of the various publications.

FIG Policy Statements
FIG Policy Statements include political declarations and recommendations endorsed by 
the FIG General Assembly. They are prepared to explain FIG policies on important topics to 
politicians, government agencies and other decision makers, as well as surveyors and other 
professionals.

FIG Guides
FIG Guides are technical or managerial guidelines endorsed by the Council and recorded by 
the General Assembly. They are prepared to deal with topical professional issues and provide 
guidance for the surveying profession and relevant partners.

FIG Reports
FIG Reports are technical reports representing the outcomes from scientific meetings and 
Commission working groups. The reports are approved by the Council and include valu-
able information on specific topics of relevance to the profession, members and individual 
surveyors.

FIG Regulations
FIG Regulations include statutes, internal rules and work plans adopted by the FIG organisation.

Other publications
In addition FIG publishes proceedings from conferences and FIG commission organised 
events. These can be printed publications, CD-ROMs or online versions on FIG web site.

Publications are available online and as printed copies.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
OF SURVEYORS 

How does FIG communicate?
Through the FIG home page (www.�g.net) which in-
cludes e.g. 

the work plan of the Council and the commis-
sions 
contact details of Council members, member 
associations, a�liates, corporate members, aca-
demic members, commission o�cers and com-
mission delegates 
forthcoming events 
FIG publications and conference reports.

 
The FIG annual review – an overview of major activities 
and achievements and the main medium of external 
communication (available on www.�g.net/annual-re-
view/anrew-index.htm). 

The FIG e-Newsletter – a monthly newsletter and the 
main medium of internal communication (available 
through subscription on www.�g.net/pub/subscriptions/
getnewsletter.htm). 

The FIG publications series – formal policy statements,  
guidelines, and reports (available on-line on www.�g.
net/pub). 

Proceedings of FIG congresses and of selected technical 
seminars sponsored or co-sponsored by FIG’s commis-

sions and member associations (available on www.�g.
net/news/newsindex.htm). 

Commission newsletters – for the dissemination of infor-
mation speci�cally concerned with the work of indivi-
dual commissions (available on www.�g.net/comm/
comindex.htm).

Presidents Letter – as required for the successful opera-
tion of FIG.

How is FIG �nanced?
Members’ annual membership fees largely �nance operating 
costs. Rates of membership fees payable by member asso-
ciations are approved annually by the General Assembly. The 
Council sets rates of membership fees payable by a�liates, 
corporate members and academic members.

Other activities, including congresses, technical seminars 
and administrative meetings, are mostly self-�nancing. In 
the case of meetings, income is raised from registration fees, 
which may be supplemented by income from an accompa-
nying technical exhibition, by subventions from the host 
government or association, or by grants from aid agencies.

The FIG Pro�le
and the bene�ts of being a member

The International Federation of Surveyors is an international, 
non-government organisation whose purpose is to support 
international collaboration for the progress of surveying in all 

�elds and applications

International Federation of Surveyors
Kalvebod Brygge 31-33
DK-1780 Copenhagen V
DENMARK
Tel. + 45 3886 1081
Fax + 45 3886 0252
E-mail: �g@�g.net
homepage: www.�g.net

Good coordination begins with good coordinates ”“

FIG international co-operations
FIG international co-operations include:

UN agencies, notably the United Nations Human Settle-
ments Programme (UN-HABITAT), the Food and Agricul-
tural Organization (FAO), United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the United Nations O�ce for Outer 
Space A�airs (UN OOSA) and the World Bank. Joint work-
shops and other collaborative projects help to identify 
and develop practical solutions to problems associated 
with the ownership and management of land. FIG is of-
�cially recognised by the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC).

International professional organizations in survey-
ing disciplines through the Joint Board of Spatial Infor-
mation Societies that includes organisations such as the 
International Association of Geodesy (IAG), the Interna-
tional Cartographic Association (ICA), the International 
Hydrographic Organization (IHO), the International So-
ciety for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS),  
and the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association 
(GSDI). Furthermore, FIG has formal co-operation with 
the International Society for Mine Surveying (ISM) and 
the International Federation of Hydrographic Societies 
(IFHS). FIG is also an international scienti�c associate of 
the International Council for Science (ICSU). 

The bene�t of being a member
The bene�ts for all classes of membership of FIG include:

international recognition of the national profession and 
enhancement of the pro�le of the international survey-
ing profession; 
access to the international surveying community for ex-
change of experiences and new developments;
access to surveyors and surveying companies through-
out the world who already have established connec-
tions with in�uential international bodies;
opportunities through the commission working groups 
to take part in the development of many aspects of sur-
veying practice and the various disciplines, inclu ding 
ethics, standards, education and a whole range of pro-
fessional issues;
access to continuing professional development and 
critical self evaluation of individual standards and pro-
fessionalism.
access to institutional FIG support - the global survey-
ing community -  when aiming to improve the educa-
tional or professional standing in society; or improving 
the national systems for land registration and land ma-
nagement.

For further information about FIG and its activities consult the 
homepage at:

www.�g.net 2007 - 2010

The FIG Profile 2007–2010  
www.fig.net/general/profile.htm

FIG Office 
International Federation of Surveyors, FIG 

Kalvebod Brygge 31–33, DK-1780 Copenhagen V, DENMARK 
tel. + 45 3886 1081, fax + 45 3886 0252, e-mail: FIG@fig.net, web page: www.fig.net 


