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The main challenges to sustainable development which are global in character include poverty and exclusion,

unemployment, climate change, conflict and humanitarian aid, building peaceful and inclusive societies,

building strong institutions of governance, and supporting the rule of law. Any country’s environmental

problems are related to the level of its economic development, the availability of natural resources and the

lifestyle of its population. In India, rapid growth of population, poverty, urbanization, industrialization and

several related factors are responsible for the rapid degradation of the environment. There are many

environmental issues in India. Air pollution, water pollution, garbage, and pollution of the natural

environment are all challenges for India. Environmental problems have become serious in many parts of the

country, and hence cannot be ignored. The main environmental problems in India relate to air and water

pollution particularly in metropolitan cities and industrial zones, degradation of common property resources

which affect the poor adversely as they depends on them for their livelihood, threat to biodiversity and

inadequate system of solid waste disposal and sanitation with consequent adverse impact on health, infant

mortality and birth rate. In India, efforts are being made on for the environmental management in a

sustainable manner. At all levels of education provisions have been made for the knowledge of environment

and its conservation. In the country many centers are providing special training for environmental

management. The programmes of environmental awareness have been launched through media. India is an

active member of International Organizations concerning environment. The Government has recently started

emphasizing the combined use of regulatory and economic instruments for improving environmental quality.

India makes up 2.4 percent of the world's land, while supporting 16 percent of the world's population. The

compounding result is a severely unsustainable use of natural resources for several generations. Currently,

India is experiencing rapid and widespread environmental degradation at alarming rates. Tremendous

pressure is placed upon the country's land and natural resources to support the massive 



overpopulation. Mismanagement and overuse of India's once abundant forests has resulted in desertification,

contamination, and soil depletion throughout the sub-continent. This has serious repercussions for the

livelihoods of hundreds of millions of Indians that live off the land. There is a need for coordination between

government agencies, NGOs and the public for the proper management of environment quality and to

achieve sustainable development in the country.
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